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e

L Q Leg a Cy J How did his invention(s) change the the lives of people then and/or now?
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HENRY FORD

Q R ese a rC h It J Directions: Research these questions to to

find out some fun and interesting facts.

* What was Henry Ford’s first job, and how did it help him get interested in
building engines and machines?

e What problems did cars have before Ford started making them? How did
his ideas fix those problems?

* Why did Henry Ford want to make cars that regular families could afford,
not just rich people?

e What is an assembly line, and how did Ford use it to change how things
are made?

* How did the Model T become so popular? What made it different from
other cars back then?

* What were working conditions like in Ford’s factories? How did he surprise
people with how he treated workers?

e What challenges did Ford face when he shared his new ideas? How did he
get through them?

e How did Henry Ford change life in America besides just making cars?
Think about travel, jobs, and cities.

* What was the Ford River Rouge Plant? Why was it important in American
industry?

* Why do some people like Henry Ford and others criticize him?
How should we think about his life today?
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HENRY FORD

Q An Swe r G u id e Parents & teachers: Here are some fun and

interesting facts about this inventor.

* What was Henry Ford'’s first job, and how did it help him get interested in building engines and
machines? Henry Ford worked as a machinist and repairman for steam engines and other
machines. This experience helped him learn how engines worked and sparked his interest in
building cars.

o What problems did cars have before Ford started making them? How did his ideas fix those
problems? Cars were expensive, slow to make, and only rich people could afford them. Ford used
the assembily line to build cars faster and cheaper so more people could buy them.

e Why did Henry Ford want to make cars that regular families could afford, not just rich people?
He believed that cars should be available to everyone, not just the wealthy, so people could travel
easily and have more freedom.

* What is an assembly line, and how did Ford use it to change how things are made? An
assembly line is a way of making products step-by-step where each worker does one job. Ford’s
use of it made car-building faster and less expensive.

e How did the Model T become so popular? What made it different from other cars back then?
The Model T was simple, reliable, affordable, and easy to repair. Its low price helped many families
buy their first car.

* What were working conditions like in Ford’s factories? How did he surprise people with how he
treated workers? Ford’s factories were faster and more efficient. He surprised people by paying
workers $5 a day—double the usual wage—and reducing work hours.

* What challenges did Ford face when he shared his new ideas? How did he get through them?
Some people thought his ideas were risky or too expensive. Ford kept improving his methods and
showed that faster, cheaper production worked.

e How did Henry Ford change life in America besides just making cars? Think about travel, jobs,
and cities. Ford’s cars made travel easier, helped create new jobs in factories and roads, and led
to the growth of suburbs and cities.

¢ What was the Ford River Rouge Plant? Why was it important in American industry? It was a
huge factory that made cars and many parts in one place. It showed how big factories could work
efficiently and helped grow the U.S. economy.

¢ Why do some people like Henry Ford and others criticize him? How should we think about his
life today? People admire Ford for his inventions and how he changed industry. Others criticize
some of his personal beliefs or business practices. It's important to learn both sides to understand
his full story.
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