D-DAY: THE DAY
COURAGE LANDED

A true story told like a mission

Before the sun came up on June 6, 1944, the world was quiet—but not for long.
Out in the cold Atlantic Ocean, more than 5,000 ships rocked in the waves. Each
one was packed with nervous, seasick soldiers—some were only 18 years old.
They had trained for months, but now they were about to do something no
army had ever done before.

It was called Operation Overlord. The world would remember it as D-Day.

The Jump

D-Day was more than just an attack. It was a carefully planned surprise. For
months, the Allied forces—Britain, the United States, Canada, and others—had
worked together to plan the invasion of Nazi-occupied France.

But they couldn’t let the enemy know when or where they would land. So they
came up with clever tricks: inflatable tanks, fake radio signals, and even actors
pretending to be generals! These decoys fooled the Germans into thinking the
attack would happen far away.

The real landing site? Normandy.

The Landing

At dawn, the first wave of boats hit the beaches. There were five landing zones,
each with a code name: Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, and Sword.

At Omaha Beach, American soldiers faced barbed wire, machine guns, and
high cliffs. It was one of the hardest battles of the day. Many never made it off

the sand.

But they didn't give up. With teamwork, bravery, and sheer determination, they
pushed forward—step by step—until they broke through the defenses.
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The Beginning of the End

By the end of the day, the Allies had secured a foothold in France because they

held the beaches. It wasn’t the end of World War lI—but it was the beginning of
the end.

Because of D-Day, hope returned to Europe. Countries saw that freedom was
possible again. And it all started with thousands of people, working together,
risking everything—for something bigger than themselves.

Did You Know?
e The invasion was supposed to happen on June 5, but bad weather pushed it
to June 6.

e Canada was in charge of Juno Beach and played a huge role in the
invasion.

e Mulberry harbors, like floating docks, were built to bring in supplies after the
beaches were taken.

e Soldiers even used homing pigeons to carry secret messages!

= Think about it:

Why do you think the Allied soldiers to keep going, even when the mission was
dangerous and difficult?
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D-DAY
TIMELINE MATCH

What to do: Put the events from the story in the right order.
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Answer Key
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