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SAMUEL MORSE

Q Rese a rC h I't J Directions: Research these questions to to

find out some fun and interesting facts.

* What kind of artwork did Samuel Morse create before becoming an
inventor, and how did his art career influence his life?

* What happened in Morse’s life that made him want to create a faster way
to send messages?

* Why did he design the Morse code symbols the way he did and how does
this make communication faster? ( Compare letter E to letter Q for
example.)

e What was the first message sent by telegraph? Why did he choose that?
What do you think it means?

e How did Samuel Morse convince people and the government that the
telegraph really worked?

e Did he become rich and famous after inventing the telegraph, or did he
face challenges?

* In what ways is Morse code still used today?

e What unique place was his signature left? Who left it there? Why do you
think it was left there?

e What cities did the first telegraph line connect and how did it change
communication in the United States?

* Besides inventing the telegraph machine, what other parts of the
—_
communication system did Morse help create? [ oo
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SAMUEL MORSE

Q An Swe I G u |d e Parents & teachers: Here are some fun and

interesting facts about this inventor.

e He Was a Famous Artist Before an Inventor: Before inventing the telegraph,
Morse was a well-known portrait painter.

e The Telegraph Was Inspired by a Tragedy: While Morse was away painting in
Washington, D.C., his wife died suddenly. The news took days to reach him—this
heartbreaking delay inspired him to find a faster way to send messages.

e Morse Code Isn’t Just Random Dots and Dashes: The most common letters in
the alphabet got the shortest codes. For example, "E" is just a single dot.

e The First Telegram Message Had a Big Meaning: In 1844, Morse sent the first
long-distance message from Washington, D.C., to Baltimore. It said: "What hath
God wrought?"—a line from the Bible.

¢ He Faced a Lot of Doubt: People didn’t believe the telegraph would work. He
had to prove it to the U.S. Congress by building a working line.

e He Didn’t Get Rich Right Away: Even though the telegraph changed the world,
Morse had to fight for credit and payment for his invention.

* Morse Code Is Still Used Today: Even with modern tech, Morse code is used in
aviation, emergency signaling, and by amateur (ham) radio operators.

* His Signature Is on the Moon: Samuel Morse’s name is among those engraved
on a plaque left on the Moon by Apollo 11 astronauts.

e He Helped Build the First Telegraph Line: Morse helped build the very first
telegraph line between Washington, D.C., and Baltimore.

e He Had to Invent the Whole System: It wasn't just the telegraph.
Morse also had to figure out the wiring, the code, and how

people would actually send and receive messages. He didn’t just [ )i gr———s
invent a machine—he built a new way to communicate! h—
o
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WHAT WOULD YOU INVENT?

/

Directions: Draw a picture of an invention you’d
like to make to fix a problem or help others.
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