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Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World

Reading Comprehension History Unit

There are seven reading comprehension lessons in this unit, all based on the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World. You will learn about the:

e Lighthouse of Alexandria

e Statue of Zeus at Olympia

o Temple of Artemis at Ephesus
e Mausoleum of Halicarnassus
e Colossus at Rhodes

e Hanging Gardens of Babylon
e Pyramids of Egypt at Giza

Each lesson will have short, informative text followed by comprehension questions based on what was
read. It is suggested that a parent/teacher read the selection and ask the questions orally; answers can
be given orally or written on notebook paper.

You can also use this unit as a guide for a notebooking journal. The student can read the lesson text (or a
parent/teacher can read it aloud) and use a notebooking page for written narration, using the questions
as writing prompts. This often works better for students who struggle with reading comprehension
questions.

Suggested vocabulary words are bolded. You can have your student look up the definitions to add to
their history notebook.

The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World History Unit is intended to be a supplement to your study of
history and is geared for grades 4-8.

You will find answer keys in the index for each lesson.
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Introduction:

It seems human beings have always loved to make lists. Even back in ancient Greece and Rome, they
made lists of the “must-see” places in the world. Some of those lists survived, got added to, and
changed over the years. Today, we have the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World based on those lists.
We're going to look at about 2,000 years of history, but there’s one important thing to remember. Not
all sources agree on exactly what everything looked like or even when it was built. Only one of the
wonders in this book remains standing today for us to study, and we’re going to save it for last. When
we visit the others on our journey, it will have to be only with our imaginations.

Manginy Gardewt of Batiam

Lesson One: Lighthouse of Alexandria

The first wonder we’re going to visit is a famous lighthouse built in Egypt. It was built about 280 BC on
the island of Pharos, which was in the harbor of Alexandria. It was so famous that the word pharos came
to mean lighthouse. Historians think it was built to honor Ptolemy I, one of Alexander the Great’s
generals who later ruled Egypt. It was finished during the reign of his son, Ptolemy II.

It was probably around 350-440 feet (110-134 meters) tall, and it would have been the second-tallest
manmade structure in the world at the time. The only thing taller was the pyramids of Giza, Egypt. It
became a model for lighthouses throughout history. It’'s believed to have been built in three sections: a
square base, an eight-sided center, and a circular top. A great spiral ramp took people to the top, where
they burned a fire all night long. We know the Egyptians had mirrors at this time, so it’s possible they
also used mirrors to help reflect the light so it could be seen even farther away.

Lesson One: Comprehension Questions

1. What island was the lighthouse built on?
2. Who was it built to honor?
3. What was the only thing taller than the lighthouse at that time?

4. How many sections was the lighthouse made of?
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Lesson Two: Statue of Zeus at Olympia

The next stop in our journey takes us northwest to the Peloponnese peninsula of southern Greece.
We're visiting Olympia, site of the ancient Olympic Games. Historians aren’t sure when the first Olympic
Games were held, but records show they were taking place in 776 BC. The monument we’re looking at
was built around 430 BC by a man named Phidias, so Olympia would have already been famous for the
Olympics at the time. Phidias was a sculptor from Athens who made several very important sculptures,
and his statue of Zeus is considered his finest work.

Zeus was the chief god of the ancient Greeks. The statue showed him seven times larger than a real
person would have been. It was about 42 feet (13 meters) tall, filling a temple made for him. He had skin
made of ivory and was draped in gold. His throne was made of cedarwood and was decorated with
ebony, ivory, gold and precious stones. It was trimmed with symbols of victory, like the wreath on his
head and a figure of the goddess of victory in his hand. It took about eight years to build, and it stood for
over 800 years. Historians think the statue may have been lost when the temple was destroyed in AD
426 or possibly in a fire about 50 years later.

In the 1950s, the remains of Phidias’ workshop were found. In it were molds that may have been used to
make part of the statue.

Lesson Two: Comprehension Questions

1. What peninsula is Olympia on?
2. What important events were held in Olympia?
3. Who was the sculptor who made the statue?

4. \What were some of the materials used to make the statue?
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Lesson Three: Temple of Artemis at Ephesus

For our next wonder of the world, we need to travel east across the Aegean Sea to Turkey. We're going
to stop in the ancient city of Ephesus. This is the same Ephesus that Paul addressed in his letter to the
Ephesians.

The temple for Artemis that became one of the wonders of the ancient world was built around 550 BC
by Croesus, who was king of Lydia. Lydia was an ancient kingdom in the western part of present-day
Turkey. Croesus was extremely wealthy and had conquered the Greeks who lived in the area. He died a
few years after the temple was built, and his kingdom was taken over by the Persian Empire.

The temple itself was built on the site of several earlier temples. This one was colossal in size, over 350
by 180 feet (110 by 55 meters), and it was filled with ornate artwork. The statue was made of gold,
ebony, silver, and black stone.

Ephesus appears many times in the New Testament, and the worshippers of the goddess Artemis
started an uprising against the Christians there, which we read about in Acts 19. The silversmiths and
other craftsmen made a lot of money making trinkets and other souvenirs that honored Artemis. When
people started understanding that Artemis wasn’t something to be worshipped at all and started
worshipping Jesus, the craftsmen lost money and got angry.

Lesson Three: Comprehension Questions

1. Who wrote a letter to the Ephesian people?
2. Who reigned in Ephesus when the temple was built?
3. How large was the temple?

4. Who got angry at the Christians in Ephesus?
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Lesson Four: The Mausoleum of Halicarnassus

We need to travel south again to reach our next ancient site, an ancient region called Caria that is also in
modern-day Turkey. A Persian governor named Mausolus ruled there from around 377/376 to 353 BC.
Mausolus moved the capital to the coastal city of Halicarnassus and set out to become a great power on
his own. He had ambitious plans to revolt against King Artaxerxes Il but managed to see the futility of
such a revolt and abandoned the plan before being killed in battle or as a traitor.

Mausolus knew that he would not live forever, so he made plans to be remembered for as long as
possible. He began planning a grand tomb that would be known all over the world. It became known as
the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus. After he died in 353 or 352 BC, his widow Artemisia took over building
the monument to her husband. The tomb was built on a rectangular base and was surrounded by 36
columns. There was a stepped pyramid inside and a statue of Mausolus in a chariot on top. It also
included enormous statues of the king and queen and elaborate sculptures. The tomb itself is in ruins
today, but some of the sculptures are housed in the British Museum in London.

In a way, Mausolus got part of his wish to be remembered forever. Today, the word mausoleum means
a large stone tomb built above the ground for burying the dead.

Lesson Four: Comprehension Questions

1. Who was the governor who wanted the tomb built?
2. Who did Mausolus want to revolt against?
3. Who took over building the tomb after Mausolus died?

4. What was also included in the tomb of Mausolus?
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Lesson Five: The Colossus at Rhodes

When you look at the map of our seven wonders, our next stop in Rhodes looks like it is part of Turkey,
but Rhodes is actually part of a huge chain of Greek islands. The city was famous in ancient times. It
standardized a type of coins that were accepted in many places. It also codified, or made into a system,
maritime laws. Those laws were later used in the Roman Empire.

The city defeated an army who was trying to overtake them in 305 BC, so they decided to build an
enormous statue in honor of a god they worshipped named Helios. Chares of Lyndus was chosen to
make the giant statue. He worked on it for about 12 years, from 294 to 282 BC. The statue was about
110 feet (34 meters) tall. He made the statue out of stone blocks, iron bars, and tons of bronze. It was
hollow inside and weighted so it would not fall.

But in 226 BC, an earthquake struck the island and toppled the statue. The remains of the statue lay
unrepaired for hundreds of years. In AD 653 or 654, another army invaded and ordered the statue be
broken down and sold as scrap metal.

The city of Rhodes was ruled by many different countries throughout its history. It was part of the
Roman empire for a time; then it was part of the Ottoman Empire. It was ruled by Italy and then
Germany during World War Il before it finally became part of Greece again.

Lesson Five: Comprehension Questions

1. What was the ancient city of Rhodes famous for in addition to the statue?
2. Who made the statue?

3. What was the statue made of?

4, What caused the statue to fall?
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Lesson Six: Hanging Gardens of Babylon

Our next stop takes us far inland, to the east, all the way to what is today part of Irag. The story of the
Hanging Gardens of Babylon is a complicated one because not all the ancient sources agree.
Archaeologists haven’t been able to find the ruins of the great gardens yet. We think they were probably
built by Nebuchadnezzar Il, a king during one of Babylon’s richest days. He ruled from about 605 to 562
BC.

Nebuchadnezzar Il built huge walls and a moat around Babylon. There were towering gates that people
entered the city through and walls that were decorated with dragons, lions, and bulls. As a matter of
fact, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego could have walked past some of these same gates when
they were brought to Babylon as slaves. It was this Nebuchadnezzar who later had Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego thrown into the fiery furnace for not worshipping him. God rescued them from death and
the king’s power.

The most common idea about the gardens is that the king had them built for his wife, who was a
princess named Amytis from the mountains. Babylon is in the middle of the desert, so there would not
have been many green plants or trees. The story says he had the gardens built so she would feel more at
home.

The gardens may have been built on a ziggurat, which was a tower shaped like a pyramid. The ziggurat
would have had levels called terraces that could have each held plants and trees. Slaves would have
worked hard every day to water so many growing things in the dry desert, and the system of irrigation,
or of bringing water to the plants, would have been a huge project.

Lesson Six: Comprehension Questions

1. Who was the king in Babylon when the gardens were built?
2. What else did the king build?
3. What was the name of the princess the king built the gardens for?

4. Who did the work to keep the gardens watered?
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Lesson Seven: Pyramids of Egypt at Giza

The last of our seven wonders brings us back to Egypt and to the site of the only one of the wonders we
can still see today. What is even more amazing is that the pyramids at Giza are by far the oldest of the
seven wonders. The others we have looked at were all built between about 605 and 246 BC. The
pyramids were built between 2600 to 2500 BC. They are over 4,000 years old!

There are three pyramids that together make up this last wonder of the world. The largest, which is
called the Great Pyramid, is about 450 feet (137 meters) high. The base of it stretches out over 13 acres.
Just one side is about 755 feet (230 meters) long. It was built for Khufu, the king. Next to it are two
smaller pyramids. The middle pyramid was built to honor Khufu’s son, Khafre. The third of the famous
pyramids was built for Menkaure, the son of Khafre and grandson of Khufu.

The Great Pyramid is a wonder of the world, not only because of its age and size, but also because of the
incredible skill that went into building it. It may be the largest single building ever built. Its sides
coordinate with the four points of a compass. It used about 2.3 million blocks of stone that had to be
cut, transported, and assembled, and the joints between the blocks are precise and exact. The ancient
Egyptians did all of this without the use of a single computer or even electricity.

Do you know something else that is amazing? In Acts 17, Luke says, “From one man He made all the
nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He marked out their appointed times in history
and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they would seek Him and perhaps reach out for
Him and find Him, though He is not far from any one of us” (Acts 17:26-27, NIV). God is using all of
history, even the bad things, to help people find and believe in Him. And we get to be a part of it. We
can help people find and know Him, and that is one of the greatest wonders of all!

Lesson Seven: Comprehension Questions

1. When were the pyramids at Giza built?
2. How many acres does the base of the Great Pyramid cover?
3. What three kings were the pyramids built to honor?

4. What do the four sides of the Great Pyramid coordinate with?
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Answer Key

Lesson One: Lighthouse of Alexandria

1. Pharos

2. Ptolemy I, one of Alexander the Great’s generals
3. pyramids of Giza

4. three

Lesson Two: Statue of Zeus at Olympia
1. Peloponnese

2. the Olympic Games

3. Phidias

4. any of the following: ivory, gold, cedarwood, ebony, and precious stones

Lesson Three: Temple of Artemis at Ephesus
1. Paul

2. Croesus of Lydia

3. over 350 by 180 feet (110 by 55 meters)

4. the silversmiths

Lesson Four: Mausoleum of Halicarnassus
1. Mausolus

2. King Artaxerxes Il

3. his widow, Artemisia

4. enormous statues of the king and queen, elaborate sculptures, a stepped pyramid, and a statue of
Mausolus in a chariot
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Lesson Five: Colossus at Rhodes

1. standardizing a type of coins and codifying, making into a system, maritime laws
2. Chares of Lyndus

3. stone blocks, iron bars, and tons of bronze

4. an earthquake

Lesson Six: Hanging Gardens of Babylon

1. King Nebuchadnezzar Il

2. a moat, gates, and walls decorated with dragons, lions, and bulls
3. Amytis

4, slaves

Lesson Seven: Pyramids of Egypt at Giza
1. 2600-2500 BC

2. 13 acres

3. Khufu, Khafre, and Menkaure

4. the four points of the compass

Scripture quotation from the New International Version (NIV)
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used
by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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