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Government Terminology 

Appellate courts — Circuits — Civil service  

Courts of appeals — Courts-martial — District court  

Judicial review — Public policy  

Supreme Court — Trial courts  

Appellate courts      

Circuits       

Civil service       

Courts of appeals     

Courts-martial  

District court    

Judicial review      

twelve judicial areas, each containing one 

court of appeals  

courts that hear appeals of the losing party 

and review the trial court’s decision   

appellate courts that review appeals of cases 

heard in district courts; decide matters of law 

courts for hearing cases dealing with the     

military 

system where government employees, not including 

armed forces, are chosen by the results of testing 

court with jurisdiction over a particular area; 

usually first court to hear federal cases 

right given to the courts by the Constitution to 

declare laws unconstitutional 

the response of government to issues that 

affect all citizens 

the highest court in a state or a nation  

courts that are the first to hear a case 

Public policy      

Supreme Court  

Trial courts  
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Appellate courts: courts that hear appeals of the losing party and 

review the trial court’s decision 

Appellate/courts:/courts///
that/hear/appeals/of/the/
losing/party/and/review///
the/trial/court’s/decision/// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////// 
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Circuits: twelve judicial areas, each containing one court of         

appeals 

Circuits:/twelve/judicial////
areas,/each/containing////
one/court/of/appeals////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////// 
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Civil service: system where government employees, not including 

armed forces, are chosen by the results of testing 

Civil/service:/system///////
where/government/////////
employees,/not/including//
armed/forces,/are/chosen 
by/the/results/of/testing// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////// 
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Courts of appeals: appellate courts that review appeals of   

cases heard in district courts; decide matters of law 

Courts/of/appeals:///////
appellate/courts/that////
review/appeals/of/cases/
heard/in/district/courts;//
decide/matters/of/law/// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Courts-martial: courts for hearing cases dealing with the military   

Courts-martial:/courts/for/
hearing/cases/dealing//////
with/the/military//////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////// 

 

http://www.writebonnierose.com


WriteBonnieRose.com 7 

District court: court with jurisdiction over a particular area; usually 

first court to hear federal cases  

District/court:/court/with///
jurisdiction/over/a//////////
particular/area;/usually////
first/court/to/hear/////////
federal/cases/////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////// 
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Judicial review: right given to the courts by the Constitution to 

declare laws unconstitutional  

Judicial/review:/right/////
given/to/the/courts/by///
the/Constitution/to///////
declare/laws//////////////
unconstitutional/////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Public policy: the response of government to issues that affect all 

citizens 

Public/policy:/the/response 
of/government/to/issues//
that/affect/all/citizens/// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////// 
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Supreme Court: the highest court in a state or a nation  

Supreme/Court:/the/////////
highest/court/in/a/state/or 
a/nation///////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////// 
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Trial courts: courts that are the first to hear a case  

Trial/courts:/courts/that//
are/the/first/to/hear/a//
case/////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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