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Bird Terminology 

Altricial — Beak — Binocular vision 

Bird — Brood parasites — Clutch — Colony  

Crop — Down — Echolocation 

Altricial       

Beak         

Binocular vision         

Bird       

Brood parasites        

Clutch      

Colony       

the hard part that covers a bird’s mouth; bill  

baby bird that cannot see, has almost no 

feathers, and has legs too weak to stand   

animal that has wings, hatches from an egg,  

and has feathers 

birds that need other kinds of birds to raise 

their young 

bird’s front vision; eyes work together to see   

a single view 

name for the entire group of eggs laid by a   

female bird 

a group of sea birds that build their nests 

close together 

swelling in the esophagus of birds that allows 

them to store food for later or for their young 

small fluffy feathers found between the outer 

feathers on some birds  

the way birds navigate in the dark by using 

echoes 

Crop  

Down        

Echolocation     
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Bird Terminology 

Flight feathers — Gizzard — Guano — Incubate 

Lift — Migrate — Molting — Monocular vision 

Nictitating membrane — Ornithologists   

Flight feathers     

Gizzard    

Guano    

Incubate    

Lift  

Migrate      

Molting     

part of a bird’s stomach used to grind food   

long, large feathers on a bird’s wings and tail  

the process of keeping an egg warm for the 

baby bird to develop  

upward force made by the way air moves over 

a bird’s wings; allows it to resist gravity and fly 

waste matter of birds 

move from place to place at certain times for 

feeding or breeding 

periodically shedding feathers and growing 

new ones 

bird’s side vision; each eye sees a different 

view from the other 

special eyelid that keeps dust off the eyeball 

by wiping it clean 

scientists who study birds 

Monocular vision  

Nictitating membrane    

Ornithologists         
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Bird Terminology 

Poultry — Predators — Precocial — Preen gland 

Preening — Protective coloration — Range 

Syrinx — Vertebrate — Warm-blooded  

Poultry      

Predators     

Precocial     

Preen gland    

Preening     

Protective coloration       

Range      

animals that hunt other animals for food   

tamed birds that are raised for meat and eggs  

organ that makes the oil birds use to            

waterproof their feathers  

the way a bird smooths and cleans its feathers 

with its beak or feet 

baby bird that can see, has fine feathers, and 

has strong legs 

colors or markings that help a bird blend in to 

its surroundings 

area of the world where a species is normally 

found 

organ in the airway of birds that makes their 

songs 

animal with a backbone; birds are one type 

body temperature stays steady, regardless of 

outside temperatures 

Syrinx    

Vertebrate     

Warm-blooded          

http://www.writebonnierose.com


WriteBonnieRose.com 4 

Altricial: baby bird that cannot see, has almost no feathers, and 

has legs too weak to stand 

Altricial:/baby/bird/that//
cannot/see,/has/almost///
no/feathers,/and/has/////
legs/too/weak/to/stand/// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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Beak: the hard part that covers a bird’s mouth; bill 

Beak:/the/hard/part/////
that/covers/a/bird’s//////
mouth;/bill//////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Binocular vision: bird’s front vision; eyes work together to see a 

single view 

Binocular/vision:/bird’s////
front/vision;/eyes/work///
together/to/see/a/single/
view//////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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Bird: animal that has wings, hatches from an egg, and has 

feathers 

Bird:/animal/that/has////
wings,/hatches/from/an/
egg,/and/has/feathers// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
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Brood parasites: birds that need other kinds of birds to raise 

their young   

Brood/parasites:/birds///
that/need/other/kinds///
of/birds/to/raise/their///
young///////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Clutch: name for the entire group of eggs laid by a female 

bird  

Clutch:/name/for/the////
entire/group/of/eggs////
laid/by/a/female/bird/// 
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Colony: a group of sea birds that build their nests close         

together 

Colony:/a/group/of/sea/
birds/that/build/their////
nests/close/together///// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Crop: swelling in the esophagus of birds that allows them to 

store food for later or for their young  

Crop:/swelling/in/the//////
esophagus/of/birds/that/
allows/them/to/store//////
food/for/later/or/for////
their/young//////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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Down: small fluffy feathers found between the outer       

feathers on some birds   

Down:/small/fluffy//////
feathers/found//////////
between/the/outer///////
feathers/on/some/birds/ 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Echolocation: the way birds navigate in the dark by using echoes  

Echolocation:/the/way/birds/
navigate/in/the/dark/by/////
using/echoes////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////// 

 

http://www.writebonnierose.com


WriteBonnieRose.com 14 

Flight feathers: long, large feathers on a bird’s wings and tail 

Flight/feathers:/long,/////
large/feathers/on/a///////
bird’s/wings/and/tail/////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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Gizzard: part of a bird’s stomach used to grind food 

Gizzard:/part/of/a//////
bird’s/stomach/used/to//
grind/food//////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
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Guano: waste matter of birds 

Guano:/waste/matter/of/
birds/////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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Incubate: the process of keeping an egg warm for the baby 

bird to develop 

Incubate:/the/process////
of/keeping/an/egg///////
warm/for/the/baby/bird/
to/develop//////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Lift: upward force made by the way air moves over a bird’s 

wings; allows it to resist gravity and fly   

Lift:/upward/force///////
made/by/the/way/air/////
moves/over/a/bird’s//////
wings;/allows/it/to/resist// 
gravity/and/fly/////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Migrate: move from place to place at certain times for     

feeding or breeding  

Migrate:/move/from/////
place/to/place/at////////
certain/times/for////////
feeding/or/breeding//// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Molting: periodically shedding feathers and growing new 

ones 

Molting:/periodically/////
shedding/feathers/and//
growing/new/ones//////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Monocular vision: bird’s side vision; each eye sees a different 

view from the other  

Monocular/vision:/bird’s//
side/vision;/each/eye//////
sees/a/different/view////
from/the/other//////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 

 

http://www.writebonnierose.com


WriteBonnieRose.com 22 

Nictitating membrane: special eyelid that keeps dust off the 

eyeball by wiping it clean   

Nictitating/membrane://
special/eyelid/that///////
keeps/dust/off/the//////
eyeball/by/wiping/it//////
clean////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
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Ornithologists: scientists who study birds  

Ornithologists:/scientists/////
who/study/birds////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////// 
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Poultry: tamed birds that are raised for meat and eggs 

Poultry:/tamed/birds//////
that/are/raised/for/meat/
and/eggs/////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
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Predators: animals that hunt other animals for food 

Predators:/animals/that/
hunt/other/animals/for//
food////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Precocial: baby bird that can see, has fine feathers, and has 

strong legs 

Precocial:/baby/bird//////
that/can/see,/has/fine///
feathers,/and/has/////////
strong/legs//////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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Preen gland: organ that makes the oil birds use to waterproof 

their feathers  

Preen/gland:/organ//////
that/makes/the/oil/birds/
use/to/waterproof/their/
feathers////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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Preening: the way a bird smooths and cleans its feathers with 

its beak or feet   

Preening:/the/way/a//////
bird/smooths/and/cleans/
its/feathers/with/its//////
beak/or/feet///////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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Protective coloration: colors or markings that help a bird 

blend in to its surroundings  

Protective/coloration:////
colors/or/markings/that/
help/a/bird/blend/in/to/
its/surroundings////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Range: area of the world where a species is normally found 

Range:/area/of/the//////
world/where/a/species/is/
normally/found/////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Syrinx: organ in the airway of birds that makes their songs  

Syrinx:/organ/in/the///////
airway/of/birds/that//////
makes/their/songs///////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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Vertebrate: animal with a backbone; birds are one type   

Vertebrate:/animal/with/
a/backbone;/birds/are///
one/type////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Warm-blooded: body temperature stays steady, regardless of outside 

temperatures  

Warm-blooded:/body////////
temperature/stays/steady,//
regardless/of/outside////////
temperatures///////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////// 

 

http://www.writebonnierose.com


WriteBonnieRose.com 34 

Copyright © 2020 by WriteBonnieRose, LLC 

 

Select graphics used courtesy of Hidesy's Clipart.  

 

Select graphics used courtesy of and licensed by Dancing Crayon Designs 

© www.DancingCrayon.com. 

  

All Rights Reserved. This book may not be reproduced or transmitted by any means, including 

graphic, electronic, or mechanical, without the express written consent of the author except in 

the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews and those uses expressly 

described in the following Terms of Use. You are welcome to link back to the author’s website, 

http://writebonnierose.com, but may not link directly to the PDF file. You may not alter this 

work, sell or distribute it in any way, host this file on your own website, or upload it to a 

shared website.  

  

Terms of Use: For use by a family, this unit can be printed and copied as many times as    

needed. Classroom teachers may reproduce one copy for each student in his or her class. 

Members of co-ops or workshops may reproduce one copy for up to fifteen children. This  

material cannot be resold or used in any way for commercial purposes. Please contact the 

publisher with any questions. 

 

http://www.writebonnierose.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hidesys-Clipart
http://www.dancingcrayon.com/
http://writebonnierose.com

