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Fire and Firefighting Terminology 

Aerial ladder truck — Arson — Brush companies 

Combustion — Elevating-platform truck 

Emergency Medical Services   

Emergency Medical Technicians  

Engine company — Fireboat company — Fire extinguisher  

Aerial ladder truck   

Arson    

Brush company    

Combustion    

Elevating-platform 

truck    

Emergency Medical 

Services    

Emergency Medical 

Technicians   

the crime of setting property on fire on       

purpose to cause damage  

uses a metal ladder on a turntable that can  

be extended very high   

the act of burning  

lifts a caged platform very high to enable   

multiple people to fight a fire 

puts out grass and brush fires and protects 

buildings in those areas  

services that provide ambulances and the  

first emergency medical care  

trained responders who provide more          

advanced medical care 

uses large trucks with a water pump and    

hoses to fight fires with water 

uses boats that can pump water from a lake 

or ocean to put out fires 

portable apparatus used to put out small fires 

before they become larger 

Engine company  

Fireboat company   

Fire extinguisher  
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Fire and Firefighting Terminology 

Fire prevention — Fire retardant — Flashover 

 Forcible-entry tools — Ignition temperature 

Ladder company — Overhaul operations 

Oxidation — Paramedics — Protecting exposures  

Fire prevention   

Fire retardant     

Flashover    

Forcible-entry tools    

Ignition temperature     

Ladder company  

Overhaul operations  

raises the ignition temperature of a substance 

or reduces the heat of burning to slow a fire  

education and ways to help stop fires from 

happening and reduce injuries when they do    

powerful tools that help firefighters enter a 

building or ventilate it  

temperature where burning can start and  

continue; varies by substance  

when everything in a room reaches ignition         

temperature in a house fire; fire grows larger  

uses trucks with ladders of many sizes and 

lengths to fight fires and reach high floors  

trying to find the fire’s cause and make certain 

there is nothing that could restart the fire 

when oxygen combines with other              

substances; a fire may result  

highly trained emergency medical workers 

who provide the most advanced care 

when firefighters try to stop a fire from 

spreading to other buildings  

Oxidation  

Paramedics  

Protecting exposures  
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Fire and Firefighting Terminology 

Rekindle — Salvage  

 Smoke jumpers — Spontaneous combustion 

Ventilation  

Rekindle  

Salvage  

Smoke jumpers     

Spontaneous          

combustion  

Ventilation  

covering items in a building to protect them 

from heavy smoke and water damage  

fire starting from remains of an old fire flaring   

up again    

slow form of oxidation that results in enough 

heat to cause a fire  

allowing gas, heat, or smoke to escape 

through broken windows and hole cut in roof 

firefighters who fight forest and brush fires  

after parachuting into the area  
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Aerial ladder truck: uses a metal ladder on a turntable that 

can be extended very high 

Aerial/ladder/truck://///
uses/a/metal/ladder/on/
a/turntable/that/can////
be/extended/very/high// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////
///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Arson: the crime of setting property on fire on purpose to 

cause damage 

Arson:/the/crime/of/////
setting/property/on/////
fire/on/purpose/to//////
cause/damage/////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
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Brush company: puts out grass and brush fires and protects 

buildings in those areas 

Brush/company:/puts////
out/grass/and/brush////
fires/and/protects//////
buildings/in/those///////
areas///////////////////// 
///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Combustion: the act of burning 

Combustion:/the/act/of/
burning/////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////
///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Elevating-platform truck: lifts a caged platform very high to 

enable multiple people to fight a fire 

Elevating-platform/////
truck:/lifts/a/caged/////
platform/very/high/to//
enable/multiple/people/
to/fight/a/fire////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Emergency Medical Services: services that provide             

ambulances and the first emergency medical care 

Emergency/Medical/////
Services:/services/that//
provide/ambulances/////
and/the/first////////////
emergency/medical/////
care////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
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Emergency Medical Technicians: trained responders who 

provide more advanced medical care 

Emergency/Medical/////
Technicians:/trained/////
responders/who//////////
provide/more////////////
advanced/medical/care/ 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Engine company: uses large trucks with a water pump and 

hoses to fight fires with water 

Engine/company:/uses///
large/trucks/with/a//////
water/pump/and/hoses//
to/fight/fires/with///////
water/////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Fireboat company: uses boats that can pump water from a 

lake or ocean to put out fires 

Fireboat/company:/uses/
boats/that/can/pump///
water/from/a/lake/or///
ocean/to/put/out/fires// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Fire extinguisher: portable apparatus used to put out small 

fires before they become larger 

Fire/extinguisher:////////
portable/apparatus/////
used/to/put/out/small///
fires/before/they////////
become/larger/////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Fire prevention: education and ways to help stop fires from 

happening and reduce injuries when they do 

Fire/prevention://////////
education/and/ways/to//
help/stop/fires/from////
happening/and/reduce//
injuries/when/they/do//// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Fire retardant: raises the ignition temperature of a substance 

or reduces the heat of burning to slow a fire 

Fire/retardant:/raises////
the/ignition/temperature 
of/a/substance/or///////
reduces/the/heat/of/////
burning/to/slow/a/fire/// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 

 



WriteBonnieRose.com 16 

Flashover: when everything in a room reaches ignition    

temperature in a house fire; fire grows larger 

Flashover:/when//////////
everything/in/a/room////
reaches/ignition/////////
temperature/in/a/house/
fire;/fire/grows/larger// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////
///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Forcible-entry tools: powerful tools that help firefighters   

enter a building or ventilate it 

Forcible-entry/tools:////
powerful/tools/that//////
help/firefighters/enter/
a/building/or/ventilate//
it////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Ignition temperature: temperature where burning can start 

and continue; varies by substance 

Ignition/temperature:///
temperature/where//////
burning/can/start/and//
continue;/varies/by//////
substance//////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Ladder company: uses trucks with ladders of many sizes and 

lengths to fight fires and reach high floors 

Ladder/company:/uses//
trucks/with/ladders/of//
many/sizes/and/lengths/
to/fight/fires/and///////
reach/high/floors//////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Overhaul operations: trying to find the fire’s cause and make 

certain there is nothing that could restart the fire 

Overhaul/operations:////
trying/to/find/the/fire’s/
cause/and/make/certain 
there/is/nothing/that////
could/restart/the/fire/// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Oxidation: when oxygen combines with other substances; a 

fire may result 

Oxidation:/when/oxygen/
combines/with/other/////
substances;/a/fire/may/
result///////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Paramedics: highly trained emergency medical workers who 

provide the most advanced care 

Paramedics:/highly///////
trained/emergency//////
medical/workers/who/////
provide/the/most////////
advanced/care////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Protecting exposures: when firefighters try to stop a fire 

from spreading to other buildings 

Protecting/exposures:////
when/firefighters/try////
to/stop/a/fire/from/////
spreading/to/other//////
buildings////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Rekindle: fire starting from remains of an old fire flaring up 

again 

Rekindle:/fire/starting///
from/remains/of/an/old/
fire/flaring/up/again//// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Salvage: covering items in a building to protect them from 

heavy smoke and water damage 

Salvage:/covering/items/
in/a/building/to/protect/
them/from/heavy/smoke/
and/water/damage////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////// 
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Smoke jumpers: firefighters who fight forest and brush fires 

after parachuting into the area 

Smoke/jumpers://////////
firefighters/who/fight//
forest/and/brush/fires//
after/parachuting/into/
the/area///////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 
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Spontaneous combustion: slow form of oxidation that        

results in enough heat to cause a fire 

Spontaneous/////////////
combustion:/slow/form//
of/oxidation/that////////
results/in/enough/heat//
to/cause/a/fire////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
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Ventilation: allowing gas, heat, or smoke to escape through 

broken windows and hole cut in roof 

Ventilation:/allowing/////
gas,/heat,/or/smoke/to//
escape/through/broken/
windows/and/hole/cut///
in/roof/////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////// 
////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 

 



WriteBonnieRose.com 29 

Copyright © 2020 by WriteBonnieRose, LLC 

 

Select graphics used courtesy of Hidesy's Clipart.  

 

Select graphics used courtesy of and licensed by Dancing Crayon Designs © www.DancingCrayon.com. 

  

All Rights Reserved. This book may not be reproduced or transmitted by any means, including 

graphic, electronic, or mechanical, without the express written consent of the author except in 

the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews and those uses expressly 

described in the following Terms of Use. You are welcome to link back to the author’s website, 

http://writebonnierose.com, but may not link directly to the PDF file. You may not alter this 

work, sell or distribute it in any way, host this file on your own website, or upload it to a 

shared website.  

  

Terms of Use: For use by a family, this unit can be printed and copied as many times as    

needed. Classroom teachers may reproduce one copy for each student in his or her class. 

Members of co-ops or workshops may reproduce one copy for up to fifteen children. This  

material cannot be resold or used in any way for commercial purposes. Please contact the 

publisher with any questions. 
 


