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Leaf Terminology 

Leaf — Simple leaf — Compound leaf 

Palmate leaf — Parallel leaf — Pinnate leaf                    

Reticulated venation — Heart-shaped                            

Lanceolate — Lobed  

Leaf   

Simple leaf    

Compound leaf    

Palmate leaf   

Parallel leaf    

Pinnate leaf    

Reticulated venation   

leaf with only one blade  

the main food-making part of almost all plants   

leaf having several main veins that all come 

from the same point at the base 

leaf blade where several large veins run from 

base to tip; connected by small cross veins 

leaf with more than one blade 

leaf having featherlike patterns in the veins 

pattern of veins in a leaf that looks like a net 

or a web 

in the shape of a heart; lime or foxglove 

leaves 

shaped like arrowheads; some types of    

chestnut and oak leaves 

leaves with curved or rounded pieces called 

lobes; maple leaves 

Heart-shaped   

Lanceolate   

Lobed   
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Leaf Terminology 

Sinuate — Triangular — Blade  

Apex — Margin — Midrib   

Vein — Base  — Petiole — Stipule  

Sinuate    

Triangular     

Blade     

Apex  

Margin   

Midrib     

Vein   

in the shape of a triangle; poplar leaves  

wavy edges with many places that dip in       

toward the middle; oak leaves   

end or tip 

edge of the leaf 

broad, flat part of a leaf; also called lamina 

large central vein extending from base to tip 

of the leaf blade 

carries food and water in a leaf 

part of the leaf where it is connected to the 

petiole 

part of a leaf that is like a stem 

two small flaps that grow at the base of the 

petiole in some plants 

Base   

Petiole    

Stipule    
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Leaf Terminology 

Fronds — Photosynthesis — Transpiration  

Chlorophyll — Xanthophyll — Carotene   

Anthocyanins — Leaf scar 

Fronds     

Photosynthesis      

Transpiration      

Chlorophyll   

Xanthophyll    

Carotene  

Anthocyanins    

process of creating food for a plant; happens 

in the leaves  

leaves of ferns   

green pigment in a leaf that makes it green 

yellow pigment in a leaf that sometimes 

shows in autumn 

process plants use to release water back into 

the air through the leaves 

orange-red pigment in a leaf that sometimes 

shows in autumn 

red and purple pigments that sometimes 

show in a dying leaf 

mark remaining on a twig after a leaf falls that 

shows where it had been attached 
Leaf scar    
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Leaf: the main food-making part of almost all plants 

Leaf:/the/main/food-// 

making/part/of/almost/ 

all/plants//////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Simple leaf: leaf with only one blade 

Simple/leaf:/leaf/with/// 

only/one/blade////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Compound leaf: leaf with more than one blade 

Compound/leaf:/leaf/// 

with/more/than/one///// 

blade///////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Palmate leaf: leaf having several main veins that all come 

from the same point at the base 

Palmate/leaf:/leaf////// 

having/several/main///// 

veins/that/all/come////// 

from/the/same/point//// 

at/the/base////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Parallel leaf: leaf blade where several large veins run from 

base to tip; connected by small cross veins 

Parallel/leaf:/leaf////// 
blade/where/several///// 
large/veins/run/from//// 
base/to/tip;/connected/ 
by/small/cross/veins///// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Pinnate leaf: leaf having featherlike patterns in the veins 

Pinnate/leaf:/leaf////// 

having/featherlike////// 

patterns/in/the/veins//// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Reticulated venation: pattern of veins in a leaf that looks 

like a net or a web 

Reticulated/venation:/// 

pattern/of/veins/in/a/// 

leaf/that/looks/like/a/// 

net/or/a/web//////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Heart-shaped: in the shape of a heart; lime or foxglove 

leaves 

Heart-shaped:/in/the/// 

shape/of/a/heart;/lime/ 

or/foxglove/leaves////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Lanceolate: shaped like arrowheads; some types of chest-

nut and oak leaves 

Lanceolate:/shaped///// 

like/arrowheads;/some/// 

types/of/chestnut/and/ 

oak/leaves/////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

 

http://www.writebonnierose.com


WriteBonnieRose.com 13 

Lobed: leaves with curved or rounded pieces called lobes; 

maple leaves 

Lobed:/leaves/with////// 

curved/or/rounded////// 

pieces/called/lobes;///// 

maple/leaves//////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Sinuate: wavy edges with many places that dip in toward 

the middle; oak leaves 

Sinuate:/wavy/edges//// 

with/many/places/that// 

dip/in/toward/the/////// 

middle;/oak/leaves////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

 

http://www.writebonnierose.com


WriteBonnieRose.com 15 

Triangular: in the shape of a triangle; poplar leaves 

Triangular:/in/the//////// 

shape/of/a/triangle;//// 

poplar/leaves//////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////
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Blade: broad, flat part of a leaf; also called lamina 

Blade:/broad,/flat/part/ 

of/a/leaf;/also/called// 

lamina//////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Apex: end or tip 

Apex:/end/or/tip///////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Margin: edge of the leaf  

Margin:/edge/of/the/// 

leaf////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Midrib: large central vein extending from base to tip of the 

leaf blade 

Midrib:/large/central/// 

vein/extending/from//// 

base/to/tip/of/the////// 

leaf/blade/////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Vein: carries food and water in a leaf 

Vein:/carries/food/and/ 

water/in/a/leaf////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Base: part of the leaf where it is connected to the petiole 

Base:/part/of/the/leaf/ 

where/it/is/connected/// 

to/the/petiole//////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Petiole: part of a leaf that is like a stem 

Petiole:/part/of/a/leaf/ 

that/is/like/a/stem////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

 

http://www.writebonnierose.com


WriteBonnieRose.com 23 

Stipule: two small flaps that grow at the base of the petiole 

in some plants 

Stipule:/two/small/flaps/ 

that/grow/at/the/base// 

of/the/petiole/in/some// 

plants//////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Fronds: leaves of ferns 

Fronds:/leaves/of/////// 

ferns///////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Photosynthesis: process of creating food for a plant;        

happens in the leaves 

Photosynthesis:/process/ 

of/creating/food/for/// 

a/plant;/happens/in///// 

the/leaves//////////////// 

///////////////////////////
/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Transpiration: process plants use to release water back into 

the air through the leaves 

Transpiration:/process// 

plants/use/to/release/// 

water/back/into/the/air/ 

through/the/leaves////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Chlorophyll: green pigment in a leaf that makes it green 

Chlorophyll:/green////// 

pigment/in/a/leaf/that/ 

makes/it/green////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Xanthophyll: yellow pigment in a leaf that sometimes shows 

in autumn  

Xanthophyll:/yellow///// 

pigment/in/a/leaf/that/ 

sometimes/shows/in////// 

autumn/////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Carotene: orange-red pigment in a leaf that sometimes 

shows in autumn 

Carotene:/orange-red// 

pigment/in/a/leaf/that/ 

sometimes/shows/in////// 

autumn/////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Anthocyanins: red and purple pigments that sometimes 

show in a dying leaf 

Anthocyanins:/red/and/ 

purple/pigments/that/// 

sometimes/show/in/a//// 

dying/leaf/////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Leaf scar: mark remaining on a twig after a leaf falls that 

shows where it had been attached 

Leaf/scar:/mark///////// 

remaining/on/a/twig//// 

after/a/leaf/falls/that/ 

shows/where/it/had////// 

been/attached////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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