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Date Dash-New Zealand 
 

Welcome to Date Dash-New Zealand, the board game that tests your knowledge of New Zealand 

history!  

 

Date Dash is a multiple-choice game designed to test your knowledge of history. In Date Dash-New 

Zealand, the goal is to be the first player to correctly answer 7 questions first. Future editions of 

Date Dash will add cards and topics to the game and lengthen the finish line to 14 questions, 21       

questions, etc. So, save the pieces from Date Dash-New Zealand and watch for future editions! 

 

For this board game, you will need:  

 

3 players (one question reader and two players)* 

one Date Dash Calendar Board for each player 

pen, pencil, marker, or crayon for each player 

one set of Date Dash-New Zealand Q&A cards 

 

*for more than 3 players, see variation at end of instructions 

 

Set up: 

On heavy cardstock, print the calendar board for each player. Also on heavy cardstock, print one 

sheet of Q&A cards. Cut the Q&A cards apart and shuffle them. Choose one player to read the  

questions throughout the game. Place the Q&A cards face down in front of the reader. Choose 

whether you will play Date Dash Level 1 or Date Dash Level 2. (Date Dash Level 1 tests the players’ 

general knowledge of history. Example: Christopher Columbus discovered the New World in: 1192, 

1492, or 1992. Date Dash Level 2 tests the players’ specific knowledge of history. Example:     

Christopher Columbus discovered the New World in: 1490, 1492, or 1496.) The correct answer is 

bolded.  

 

Rules of Play: 

The reader draws the top card from the Q&A stack and reads the question to the player on his/her 

left. If the player correctly answers the question, the player marks a dash on the first date on the 

game board and the turn ends. If the player answers incorrectly, the turn is over and the reader  

replaces the card on the bottom of the stack, without revealing the correct answer. The reader then 

asks the second player the question from the next card in the Q&A stack.  

 

Variation for More Than 3 Players: 

If more than 3 players wish to play at one time, one player will be the reader and all other players 

will take part in each turn. The reader will read the question and then have each player write down 

his/her answer on a slip of paper. Once everyone has written down an answer, reveal the correct 

answer. Each player who has answered correctly can mark off a day on his/her calendar board. This 

variation allows for the possibility of a tied game. 
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Variation for Two Players: 

Both players will need a Date Dash Calendar Board. Each player will take a turn at being the reader. 

The first reader will draw the top card and ask the question to the other player. If the player       

answers correctly, they will put a dash on the first space of their calendar board and their turn is 

over. If they answer incorrectly, their turn is over. In either case, the card is laid aside.  

 

Then, the second player will draw the next card and ask the first player the question. Play continues 

in this way, with each person alternating between reader and player, until someone reaches 7     

correct answers or all of the cards have been used. If no one reaches 7 correct answers before the 

pile of cards is finished, the player with the most questions answered correctly wins! 

 

Watch for the next edition of Date Dash, and watch the length of the game—and your knowledge—

grow! 
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Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did Abel Janszoon Tasman reach 

New Zealand? 

 

Level 1: 1642, 1742, or 1842 

Level 2: 1642, 1692, or 1742  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did James Cook land in New      

Zealand? 

 

Level 1: 1669, 1769, or 1869 

Level 2: 1719, 1769, or 1819  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was the French explorer Marion    

du Fresne killed at the Bay of Islands? 

 

Level 1: 1572, 1672, or 1772 

Level 2: 1672, 1722, or 1772 

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did Samuel Marsden open a       

mission at Rangihoua? 

 

Level 1: 1814, 1889, or 1964 

Level 2: 1814, 1854, or 1904  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did Māori leaders sign a declaration 

with Britain, declaring New Zealand’s              

independence? 

 

Level 1: 1735, 1835, or 1935 

Level 2: 1785, 1835, or 1885  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did Edward Gibbon Wakefield form 

the New Zealand Association? 

 

Level 1: 1637, 1737, or 1837 

Level 2: 1737, 1787, or 1837 

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was the New Zealand Association  

reorganized and renamed the New Zealand  

Company? 

 

Level 1: 1839, 1914, or 1989 

Level 2: 1839, 1879, or 1919  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was the Treaty of Waitangi signed? 

 

Level 1: 1740, 1840, or 1940 

Level 2: 1790, 1840, or 1890 

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did William Hobson become the  

first governor of the separate colony of New  

Zealand? 

 

Level 1: 1641, 1741, or 1841 

Level 2: 1741, 1791, or 1841 

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did the Chatham Islands become a 

part of New Zealand? 

 

Level 1: 1842, 1917, or 1992 

Level 2: 1842, 1892, or 1942 
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Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was Kate Sheppard, women’s  

rights activist, born? 

 

Level 1: 1747, 1847, or 1947 

Level 2: 1794, 1847, or 1897  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was Dunedin established as a     

settlement? 

 

Level 1: 1648, 1748, or 1848 

Level 2: 1748, 1798, or 1848 

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was Christchurch established? 

 

Level 1: 1850, 1925, or 2000 

Level 2: 1850, 1885, or 1920  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did the first General Assembly 

meet? 

 

Level 1: 1754, 1854, or 1954 

Level 2: 1804, 1854, or 1904  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was gold discovered in what       

became known as Gabriel’s Gully? 

 

Level 1: 1661, 1761, or 1861 

Level 2: 1761, 1811, or 1861  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did Wellington become the capital 

of New Zealand? 

 

Level 1: 1865, 1940, or 2015 

Level 2: 1865, 1915, or 1965  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year were four Māori seats created in  

the House of Representatives? 

 

Level 1: 1767, 1867, or 1967 

Level 2: 1817, 1867, or 1917  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was the first frozen meat shipped 

from New Zealand to the United Kingdom by 

Thomas Brydone? 
 

Level 1: 1682, 1782, or 1882 

Level 2: 1782, 1832, or 1882  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did the University of Auckland 

open? 

 

Level 1: 1883, 1943, or 2003 

Level 2: 1883, 1933, or 1983  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did New Zealand grant full voting 

rights to women?  

 

Level 1: 1818, 1893, or 1968 

Level 2: 1843, 1893, or 1943  
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Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did New Zealand become a         

dominion in the British Empire?  

 

Level 1: 1707, 1807, or 1907 

Level 2: 1807, 1857, or 1907  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was the first Waitangi Day          

celebration held?  

 

Level 1: 1934, 1974, or 2014 

Level 2: 1934, 1959, or 1984  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did Jean Gardner Batten become 

the first woman to make the solo return flight 

from Australia to the United Kingdom? 
 

Level 1: 1865, 1935, or 2005 

Level 2: 1900, 1935, or 1970  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did New Zealand become           

independent? 

 

Level 1: 1747, 1847, or 1947 

Level 2: 1847, 1897, or 1947  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was the Royal New Zealand Ballet  

established?  

 

Level 1: 1893, 1953, or 2013 

Level 2: 1928, 1953, or 1978  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was a tribunal formed to            

investigate violations of the Treaty of Waitangi? 

 

Level 1: 1825, 1900, or 1975 

Level 2: 1885, 1930, or 1975  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year was Tongariro National Park      

added to UNESCO’s World Heritage list?  

 

Level 1: 1970, 1994, or 2018 

Level 2: 1979, 1994, or 2008  

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did Jenny Shipley become New  

Zealand’s first female prime minister?  

 

Level 1: 1837, 1917, or 1997 

Level 2: 1917, 1957, or 1997 

Date Dash-New Zealand 

 

In what year did Te Papa Tongarewa, the      

Museum of New Zealand, open in Wellington?  

 

Level 1: 1848, 1923, or 1998 

Level 2: 1898, 1948, or 1998  

Date Dash-New Zealand 
 

In what year was The Fellowship of the Ring,  

directed and co-written by New Zealand native 

Peter Jackson, released?  
 

Level 1: 1841, 1921, or 2001 

Level 2: 1921, 1961, or 2001  
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Date Dash Calendar Board 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     


