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How to Use This Quiz Pack 

 

Welcome to the Famous People Mini Quiz Pack, Volume 7: American Authors! This pack contains 

three quizzes centering on the work of four American authors: Nathaniel Hawthorne, James       

Fenimore Cooper,  Washington Irving, and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. An answer key is included 

for each of the quizzes.  

 

There are many ways to use this pack in your studies:  

 It is perfect for review after students have studied the American authors included in this 

pack.  

 Parents and teachers can use the pack to help create a list of ideas or areas you wish to    

explore as you plan your study.  

 Students can use the book as a starting point for independent study. Have students take the 

quizzes to the library or use them at the computer to search for the answers to the questions. 

Allow plenty of time for rabbit trails so students can investigate facts and stories they        

discover as they complete their pack.  

 It can also be used as a tool to help students practice and sharpen research and notetaking 

skills. Have students record where they find the answers to each question as they would if 

they were doing research for a paper or presentation. You can also use this record of sources 

to help them dig deeper into the topics that interest them. 

 

However you use the pack in your curriculum, I hope you find many fascinating details to discuss 

with your students! 
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 Is It True? 

 

Write T for true or F for false on the line before each of the statements below. If the statement is 

false, see if you can correct it. 

 

_____1. James Fenimore Cooper wrote the first American novel concerning the sea. 

   

_____2. Washington Irving’s first book, published in 1809, was written under the name of 

  Knickerbocker Crane.         

 

_____3. Nathaniel Hawthorne is considered to be a master of allegory and symbolism.       

 

_____4. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was the most famous American poet of the 1800s.      

 

_____5. James Fenimore Cooper reflected his liberal ideas about society in much of his writing.   

 

_____6. Washington Irving helped establish the short story as a popular form of literature in 

  the United States.           

    

_____7. Many of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novels were connected in some way with the ancestry 
  of Hawthorne in Virginia.             

 

_____8. Before beginning his job as a college’s first professor of modern languages, Longfellow 
  studied in Europe where he mastered the languages of French, Spanish, Italian,      

  German, and Russian.               

 

_____9. Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novels often dealt with the ideas of sin, morality, and         
  punishment.                  

 

_____10. Published by Longfellow in 1847, the narrative poem Evangeline was about the      
  separation of sweethearts when the British forced the French settlers to leave Acadia 

  in the Nova Scotia area of present-day Scotland.           

 

_____11. James Fenimore Cooper was born and raised in New Jersey.        

 

_____12. The success of his book The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent., which contained 

  the short stories The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Rip Van Winkle, made Washington 
  Irving believe he would be able to earn enough to live from his writing.      
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 The World at the Time of Nathaniel Hawthorne, James Fenimore Cooper,  

Washington Irving, and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 
Underline the name of the person who fits the description. 
 

1. Lived when the first Kentucky Derby was run              
 

 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow     James Fenimore Cooper   Nathaniel Hawthorne  
 
 

2. Died the same year Nevada became a state         
 

 Washington Irving    Nathaniel Hawthorne   James Fenimore Cooper  
 
 

3. Lived when the Emancipation Proclamation was issued by President Abraham Lincoln   
  

 Nathaniel Hawthorne   Washington Irving    James Fenimore Cooper  
 
 

4. Was born two years before French educator Louis Braille was born   
 

 Washington Irving    Henry Wadsworth Longfellow     Nathaniel Hawthorne  
 
 

5. Was born three years before Kentucky became a state    
 

 James Fenimore Cooper   Washington Irving    Nathaniel Hawthorne  
 
 

6. Born the same year the Montgolfier brothers gave the first public demonstration of a balloon 
 ascent in France   
 

 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  Nathaniel Hawthorne   Washington Irving  
 
 

7. Born the same year Napoleon defeated the Russians at Friedland, East Prussia          
 

 Nathaniel Hawthorne   Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  Washington Irving  
  

   
8. Lived when Eli Whitney applied for a patent for the cotton gin   
 
 James Fenimore Cooper   Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  Nathaniel Hawthorne  

 
 
9. Lived when the first king of New Zealand's Maori people, Te Wherowhero, died   

 
 Washington Irving    Nathaniel Hawthorne   James Fenimore Cooper  



©2017 Bonnie Rose Hudson WriteBonnieRose.com  4 

 
 
10. Died the same year Sir John A. Macdonald became the first prime minister of Canada                
 

 Washington Irving    Henry Wadsworth Longfellow    James Fenimore Cooper  
 
 

11. Born the same year Haiti declared its independence from France          

         
 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  Nathaniel Hawthorne   Washington Irving  
 
 

12. Lived when New Hampshire became a state   
 

 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  James Fenimore Cooper   Washington Irving  
 
 

13. Lived when Sir John Monash, Australian engineer and soldier, was born              
 

 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow    James Fenimore Cooper   Washington Irving  
 
 

14. Born one year after British explorer Matthew Flinders completed his voyage around Australia  
 

 James Fenimore Cooper   Washington Irving    Nathaniel Hawthorne  
 
 

15. Lived when the Franco-Prussian War began  
 

 Nathaniel Hawthorne   Henry Wadsworth Longfellow    Washington Irving  
 
 

16. Died one year before about 36,000 people were killed when Krakatau, a volcano in           
 Indonesia, erupted   
 

 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow    Nathaniel Hawthorne   Washington Irving  
 
 

17. Born the same year as the storming of the Bastille during the French Revolution  
  
 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  James Fenimore Cooper   Nathaniel Hawthorne  
 
 

18. Born the same year the American Revolution ended with the signing of the Treaty of Paris  
 

 Nathaniel Hawthorne   Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  Washington Irving  
 
 

19. Lived when English author Beatrix Potter was born   
 

 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow     Washington Irving    James Fenimore Cooper  
 
 

20. Lived when the Mission San Juan Bautista in California was founded       
 

 James Fenimore Cooper   Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  Nathaniel Hawthorne  
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 World of American Authors Matching 

 
 

_____1. The Scarlet Letter   a. A series of five books written by James  
        Fenimore Cooper about “Natty Bumppo” 

_____2. The Sketch Book of Geoffrey    
  Crayon, Gent.    b. Located in Concord, Massachusetts, it was the  
        home of Nathaniel Hawthorne for a time  

_____3. The Spy             
       c. This book won the respect of European critics  

_____4. The Song of Hiawatha     for Irving and for American literature 
         

_____5. A Wonder Book for Boys and  d. 1839 nonfiction book by Cooper    
  Girls              
        e. Longfellow’s first volume of poems 

_____6. Knickerbocker's History          

  of New York    f. Washington Irving’s first published works  

        appeared here  
_____7. Spain      

       g. Internationally famous novel by Hawthorne 
_____8. Old Manse     
       h. Washington Irving became a U.S. diplomat to 

_____9. Divine Comedy     this country in 1826   
          

_____10. History of the Navy of the  i. This narrative poem published by Henry  
  United States of America     Wadsworth Longfellow in 1855 was about a  
        Native American    

_____11. The Leather-Stocking Tales   
       j.  James Fenimore Cooper’s second novel, it  

_____12. Cooperstown, New York    was set during the Revolutionary War  
      

_____13. The Courtship of Miles Standish k. Some scholars think the best translation of    
            this poem ever made in English was by  
_____14. Franklin Pierce    Longfellow  

               
_____15. Voices of the Night    l. President who appointed Nathaniel  

        Hawthorne as consul in Liverpool, England 
_____16. Morning Chronicle     

       m. Narrative poem published by Longfellow in 
        1858 about the early history of New England 
        

       n. Shows the history of New York during   
        colonial times and in Washington Irving’s 

        time; done in satire     
              
       o. Children’s book written by Hawthorne        
         

       p. Settlement founded by James Fenimore  

        Cooper’s father, William 
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Answer Key 
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 Is It True? 

 
__T__1.    

__F__2. . . . was written under the name of Diedrich Knickerbocker.      

__T__3.  

__T__4.  

__F__5. . . . reflected his conservative ideas about society . . .    

__T__6.  

__F__7. . . . ancestry of Hawthorne in New England.        

__F__8. . . . mastered the languages of French, Spanish, Italian, and  began learning German.   

__F__9. . . . sin, morality, and redemption.       

__F__10. . . . Nova Scotia area of present-day Canada.    

__F__11. . . . was born in New Jersey but was raised in New York.     

__T__12.  

 

 

The World at the Time of Nathaniel Hawthorne, James Fenimore Cooper,  
Washington Irving, and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

1. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
2. Nathaniel Hawthorne 

3. Nathaniel Hawthorne 
4. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
5. James Fenimore Cooper 

6. Washington Irving 
7. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

8. James Fenimore Cooper 
9. Nathaniel Hawthorne 

10. James Fenimore Cooper 
11. Nathaniel Hawthorne 
12. Washington Irving 

13. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
14. Nathaniel Hawthorne 

15. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
16. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

17. James Fenimore Cooper 
18. Washington Irving 
19. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

20. James Fenimore Cooper    
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 World of American Authors Matching 

 

1. g         

2. c   

3. j            

4. i 

5. o   

6. n         

7. h   

8. b 

9. k 

10. d 

11. a 

12. p 

13. m 

14. l             

15. e         

16. f 


