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How to Use This Quiz Pack 

 

Welcome to the Famous People Mini Quiz Pack, Volume 2: Inventors! This pack contains three    

quizzes centering on the work of four inventors: George Stephenson, Matthias William Baldwin, 

Richard Trevithick, and Peter Cooper. An answer key is included for each of the quizzes.  

 

There are many ways to use this pack in your studies:  

 It is perfect for review after students have studied the inventors included in this pack.  

 Parents and teachers can use the pack to help create a list of ideas or areas you wish to    

explore as you plan your study.  

 Students can use the book as a starting point for independent study. Have students take the 

quizzes to the library or use them at the computer to search for the answers to the questions. 

Allow plenty of time for rabbit trails so students can investigate facts and stories they        

discover as they complete their pack.  

 It can also be used as a tool to help students practice and sharpen research and notetaking 

skills. Have students record where they find the answers to each question as they would if 

they were doing research for a paper or presentation. You can also use this record of sources 

to help them dig deeper into the topics that interest them. 

 

However you use the pack in your curriculum, I hope you find many fascinating details to discuss 

with your students! 
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 Is It True? 

 

Write T for true or F for False on the line before each of the statements below. If the statement is 

false, see if you can correct it. 

 

_____1. George Stephenson invented a miner’s lamp and an alarm clock. 

   

_____2. Peter Cooper helped Cyrus Field lay the Pacific Cable underwater.    

 

_____3. Matthias William Baldwin built one of the first American-made locomotives called Old 
  Ironsides.       

 

_____4. Richard Trevithick adapted the steam engine for use on a farm, driving a threshing 
  machine.     

 

_____5. Richard Trevithick built the first steam locomotive to run on rails, but his locomotives 
  were too heavy to be practical at the time.  

 

_____6. Matthias William Baldwin helped found what is now the Franklin Institute. 

    

_____7. Peter Cooper was one of the early people to manufacture and sell iron rails. 

 

_____8. One of the very difficult tasks tackled by George Stephenson was building a railroad 
  that connected Stockton and Manchester, England, which opened in 1825.     

 

_____9. Among other inventions, Peter Cooper is credited with producing a type of washing 

  machine. 

 

_____10. Among other ideas developed by Matthias William Baldwin was an easier way of    

  plating stainless steel.       

 

_____11. In 1801, Richard Trevithick built his first steam-powered carriage, but it would not run 
  on normal roads.      

 

_____12. The first locomotive built by George Stephenson could pull eight coal cars at fifteen 
  miles per hour.     
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 The World at the Time of George Stephenson, Matthias William Baldwin,  

Richard Trevithick, and Peter Cooper 
 

Underline the name of the person who fits the description. 
 
1. Lived during the War of 1812 and the American Civil War  

 
 George Stephenson    Matthias William Baldwin   Richard Trevithick  

 
 

2. Lived when the telephone was invented   
 
 Peter Cooper    Richard Trevithick    George Stephenson  

 
 

3. Lived when the Pony Express was in operation in the United States   
  

 Matthias William Baldwin   George Stephenson    Richard Trevithick  
 
 

4. Lived when Ethan Allen, leader of the Green Mountain Boys, was alive     
 

 Peter Cooper    George Stephenson    Matthias William Baldwin  
 

 
5. Lived when author Frank L. Baum was born     
 

 Richard Trevithick    Matthias William Baldwin   George Stephenson  
 

 
6. Lived when the founder of the Republic of Turkey, Kemal Ataturk, was born   
 

 Matthias William Baldwin   George Stephenson    Peter Cooper  
 

 
7. Died the same year that Arthur James Balfour, former prime minister of the United Kingdom, 

 was born      
 
 George Stephenson    Matthias William Baldwin   Richard Trevithick  

  
   

8. Lived when Sir Edmund Barton, the first prime minister of Australia, was born     
 
 Richard Trevithick    Matthias William Baldwin   George Stephenson  
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 9. Lived when Lincoln Ellsworth, the first person to fly over both the Arctic Ocean and          

 Antarctica, was born       
 

 Peter Cooper    George Stephenson    Matthias William Baldwin  
 
 

10. Lived when the French physician Charles Pravaz invented the first practical metal syringe  
       

 Richard Trevithick    Matthias William Baldwin   George Stephenson  
 
 

11. Lived when the French Revolution started       
 

 Richard Trevithick    Peter Cooper    Matthias William Baldwin  
 

 

12. Lived when Thomas Edison invented the phonograph       
 

 Richard Trevithick    George Stephenson    Peter Cooper  
 

 

13. Lived when Percy Harrison Fawcett, British explorer of the Amazon jungle in Brazil, was born       
 

 Matthias William Baldwin   George Stephenson    Peter Cooper  
 

 

14. Lived when Chief Cornstalk of the Shawnee lost the Battle of Point Pleasant, which ended 
 Lord Dunmore’s War              
 

 George Stephenson    Richard Trevithick    Matthias William Baldwin  
 
 

15. Lived when James Clerk Maxwell published his electromagnetic theory of light        
 

 Matthias William Baldwin   George Stephenson   Richard Trevithick  
 
 

16. Died in the same year the U.S.-Mexican War ended         
 

 Richard Trevithick    Peter Cooper    George Stephenson  
 
 

17. Born the same year that black African slaves, led by Toussaint Louverture and others,       

 revolted against the French rulers in Haiti        
 

 Peter Cooper    George Stephenson    Richard Trevithick  
 
 

18. Born the same year that Chief Oshkosh of the Menominee was born in Wisconsin      
 

 George Stephenson    Peter Cooper    Matthias William Baldwin 
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 World of Inventors Matching 

 

_____1. George Stephenson   a. Desired to stop slavery 

 

_____2. Greenback Party   b. Locomotive built by the Stephensons 

 

_____3. Franklin Institute    c. Gave free education in art, science, and     

        engineering 

_____4. puffer whims  

       d. Born in Illogan, Cornwall, England 

_____5. Matthias William Baldwin 

       e. Demonstrated by Richard Trevithick in 1808 

_____6. Rocket 

       f. 6-ton locomotive made of iron and wood that 

_____7. Tom Thumb      could pull 30 tons at 28 miles per hour 

         

_____8. abolitionist    g. Born in New York, New York, USA 

 

_____9. Richard Trevithick   h. Born in Elizabethtown, New Jersey, USA 

 

_____10. steam blast     i. Progressive political party founded in 1874 

 

_____11. Peter Cooper    j. World’s first public railroad 

 

_____12. Catch-me-who-can    k. Book written by Peter Cooper  

 

_____13. Stockton and Darlington   l. Engines that vented into the atmosphere 

 

_____14. Cooper Union    m. A design that increased draft on a locomotive 

        and made it much more practical  

_____15. Old Ironsides  

       n. Small, powerful locomotive that could pull 40 
_____16. Ideas for a Science of    people at 10 miles per hour 

  Good Government  

       o. Born in Wylam, Northumberland, England 

 

       p. An organization in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,    
        that furthers education in science and      

        technology 
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Answer Key 
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 Is It True? 

 
__T__1.    

__F__2. . . . lay the Atlantic Cable . . . 

__T__3.  

__T__4.  

__T__5.  

__T__6.     

__T__7.  

__F__8. . . . connected Stockton and Darlington, England, . . .  

__T__9.  

__F__10. . . . plating gold.     

__F__11. . . . carriage, which ran on the road. 

__F__12. . . . eight coal cars at four miles per hour. 

 

The World at the Time of George Stephenson, Matthias William Baldwin,  

Richard Trevithick, and Peter Cooper 
 
1. Matthias William Baldwin    

2. Peter Cooper     

3. Matthias William Baldwin    

4. George Stephenson     

5. Matthias William Baldwin    

6. Peter Cooper  

7. George Stephenson    

8. Matthias William Baldwin    

9. Peter Cooper      

10. Matthias William Baldwin    

11. Richard Trevithick    

12. Peter Cooper  

13. Peter Cooper  

14. Richard Trevithick    

15. Matthias William Baldwin    

16. George Stephenson  

17. Peter Cooper     

18. Matthias William Baldwin 
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 World of Inventors Matching 

 

1. o 

2. i 

3. p 

4. l 

5. h 

6. b        

7. n         

8. a 

9. d 

10. m 

11. g 

12. e 

13. j 

14. c 

15. f  

16. k 


