January 4, 1896
Utah Becomes a State

Utah is a state in the Rocky Mountain region of the United States. While many of the people live in
the cities, and manufacturing is important to the economy, it is also a state with great natural
beauty. There are five national parks located in Utah which showcase nature. There are also many
national monuments in Utah, such as Grand Staircase-Escalate, Natural Bridges, Rainbow Bridge,
and Timpanogos Cave. National Historic sites include the Golden Spike National Historic Site at
Promontory. Utah has three national forests that lie entirely within its borders and shares six other
national forests with other states. In addition, there are dozens of state parks in Utah. Monument
Valley has sandstone formations that are over 1,000 feet high. One of them, called the “totem
pole,” casts a 35-mile shadow in the evening. Many famous people are from Utah, including Philo T.
Farnsworth, J. Willard Marriott, and O. Raymond Knight.

Look at the map of Utah below. Label the capital of Utah. Locate the cities of West Valley City,
Provo, West Jordan, Orem, Sandy, Ogden, Brigham City, Moab, Wendover, Salina, Delta, Garrison,
Beaver, Torrey, Monticello, Bluff, St. George, Kanab, Payson, and Logan, and label them on the
map. Now label the Wasatch Range, Uinta Range, Henry Mountains, Abajo Mountains, La Sal
Mountains, Kings Peak, and Mount Nebo. Also, locate the Colorado River, Green River, Snake River,
Bear River, Provo River, Weber River, Sevier River, Great Salt Lake, Utah Lake, and Bear Lake, and
label them. Lastly, label the states or bodies of water that border Utah. When you have finished,
move on to the timeline of Utah history on the next page and the research prompts that follow.
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Timeline of Utah History

1765

1811

1824

1847

1848

1850

1853

1860

1861

1868

1869

1896

1913

1952

1957

1959

1964

1968

1996

2002
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The Utah area is acquired from Mexico after the United States wins the Mexican War
Present-day borders of Utah are established
Flaming Gorge dam is completed
The first Americans visit the Utah region
Utah celebrates the centennial of its statehood
The Pony Express begins crossing Utah
Utah becomes the 45th state in the Union
The Utah State Library Commission is established
A Spanish expedition reaches present-day southeastern Utah
Nerve gas being tested in Utah accidentally poisons many sheep
The Walker War breaks out
The Winter Olympic Games are held in Utah
Utah is settled by Mormon pioneers
A rich uranium deposit is discovered near Moab

The world’s first transcontinental telegraph message was sent through wires that met in Salt
Lake City

Utah becomes important in the production of missiles

Jim Bridger is the first white person to reach the Great Salt Lake

Federal irrigation project is completed on the Strawberry River

The first transcontinental railroad in the United States was completed at Promontory

Utah is organized as a territory

©2 017 Bonnie Rose Hudson WriteBonnieRose.com



Research Prompt #1

Fort Davy Crockett was named after the hero who died at the Alamo. It was a place both fur traders
and Native Americans gathered in the winter because of the relatively mild conditions where it was
located. It was a square built of logs, with a dirt floor and a dirt roof. In bad weather, the floor
turned to mud. At such times, it was often called Fort Misery by those spending the winter there.
The fort operated from 1836 to 1840. How can a place that seems so terrible also be a place of
shelter and companionship for so many for four years? Write about your thoughts—how could you
be thankful for a place to stay, even though it was terrible compared to what you were used to?
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Research Prompt #2

John C. Fremont was an explorer who traveled throughout the Utah region writing about the land in
a way that encouraged people to settle there. He, along with his family, believed in manifest destiny.
What is manifest destiny? Do you think it was right for settlers to believe in this idea for the
country? What do you think would have happened if manifest destiny would not have been followed
through to its conclusion in the United States?
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Research Prompt #3

The last spike of the Transcontinental Railroad was driven on May 10, 1869, to mark the completion
of the track connecting the two coasts of the nation. Over the years, the engines were scrapped and
the railroad stopped being used. Then, in 1942, the old rails that ran over the 123-mile Promontory
Summit line were salvaged for use in the war efforts. Do some research and think about the
significance of connecting the country by railroad when the Transcontinental Railroad was built.
Then, think about the significance of using the old rails during World War II. Write about how both
of these events helped connect the country and show the patriotism of the citizens who lived during
each of these times.
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Timeline of Utah History

A Spanish expedition reaches
present-day southeastern Utah

Jim Bridger is the first white person
to reach the Great Salt Lake

The Utah area is acquired from Mexico after
the United States wins the Mexican War

The Walker War breaks out

The world’s first transcontinental
telegraph message was sent through
wires that met in Salt Lake City

The first transcontinental railroad in the
United States was completed at Promontory

Federal irrigation project is completed
on the Strawberry River

The Utah State Library

Answer Key
1765
1811 The first Americans visit the Utah region
1824
1847 Utah is settled by Mormon pioneers
1848
1850 Utah is organized as a territory
1853
1860 The Pony Express begins crossing Utah
1861
1868 Present-day borders of Utah are established
1869
1896 Utah becomes the 45th state in the Union
1913
1952 A rich uranium deposit is discovered near Moab

Commission is established 1957
Utah becomes important in the
1959 production of missiles

Flaming Gorge dam is completed 1964
Nerve gas being tested in Utah
1968 accidentally poisons many sheep

Utah celebrates the centennial of its statehood 1996
2002 The Winter Olympic Games are held in Utah
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