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 May 23, 1788  

South Carolina Becomes a State 
 
South Carolina is the smallest state in the area of the United States referred to as the Deep South. 
It is an important farming and manufacturing state. It is one of the most important states in the 

growth of tobacco and also in the manufacturing of textiles. Known for its beauty and reminders of 
life before the Civil War, South Carolina is also known for its current contributions to the nation. 

There is a major United States Marine training center located in South Carolina as well as major 
manufacturing plants for chemicals and transportation equipment. South Carolina also ranks high in 
the list of textile-producing states. South Carolina is an interesting mixture of the old and new, with 

major manufacturing plants throughout the state along with areas of beautiful buildings still    
standing that were built before the Civil War. Many famous people are from South Carolina,        

including Francis Marion, John C. Calhoun, Strom Thurmond, Althea Gibson, William Westmoreland, 
Charles Pinckney, Mary McLeod Bethune, and James Longstreet.    

  

  

Look at the map of South Carolina below. Label the capital of South Carolina. Locate the cities of 

Beaufort, Charleston, Mount Pleasant, Rock Hill, Greenville, Aiken, Lake City, Marion, Anderson, 
Spartanburg, Lancaster, Walterboro, and Orangeburg, and label them on the map. Now label the 

Blue Ridge Mountains, Sassafras Mountain, Kings Mountain, Glassy Mountain, Paris Mountain, Table 
Rock Mountain, and Parson’s Mountain. Also, locate the Santee River, Pee Dee River, Savannah  
River, Broad River, Saluda River, Combahee River, Edisto River, Ashley River, Cooper River, Lake 

Marion, Hartwell Lake, and J. Strom Thurmond Lake, and label them. Lastly, label the states or  
bodies of water that border South Carolina. When you have finished, move on to the timeline of 

South Carolina  history on the next page and the research prompts that follow. 
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Timeline of South Carolina History 

 

 1521 

 

 

1663 

1670 

 

 

1680 

1698 

 

 

1719 

1732 

 

 

1773 

1780 

 

 

1788 

1832 

 

 

1860 

1861 

 

 

1868 

1877 

 

 

1890 

1941 

 

 

1989 

2003 

  2011 



©2017 Bonnie Rose Hudson WriteBonnieRose.com  

 1.  The first government–supported library in the colonies opens in South Carolina  

 
2.  Congaree Swamp National Monument is declared a national park  

 
3.  The southern part of South Carolina splits off and becomes the colony of Georgia  

 
4.  South Carolina is readmitted to the Union  
 

5.  The Ordinance of Nullification is passed  
 

6.  King Charles II gives Carolina to eight English noblemen  
 
7.  South Carolina becomes the first state to secede from the Union  

 
8.  Settlers found Charles Town (later Charleston)  

 
9.  South Carolina becomes the eighth state in the Union  

 
10.  The first commercial tea farm in the United States is founded  
 

11.  Settlers in South Carolina revolt against the English noblemen who own the colony  
 

12.  The first woman governor of South Carolina is elected  
 

13.  Francisco Gordillo leads an expedition to explore the South Carolina coast  
 
14.  Reconstruction ends in South Carolina  

 
15.  The British capture Charleston during the Revolutionary War  

 
16.  The Santee-Cooper navigational canal and power dam is completed  
 

17.  South Carolina’s first permanent settlement is founded  
 

18.  Hurricane Hugo hits South Carolina 
 

19.  Fort Sumter is attacked  
 
20.  The Charleston Museum opens  
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 Research Prompt #1 

The first town in the United States to be run totally by African American former slaves was        
Mitchelville, South Carolina. When was it founded? How was it set up to be run? Did it succeed? 
What happened to it? Research the town and write about your findings. 
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 Research Prompt #2 

The first fireproof building in the United States was constructed in Charleston, South Carolina, in 
1826-1827. It is believed to be the oldest fireproof building in the United States. It is still in use    
today. Do some research and find out who designed the building, what it was used for, and what it 

is used for today. Write about your findings. How important do you think having a  fireproof building 
was during this time in the nation’s history? 
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Research Prompt #3 

South Carolina was the first state to secede from the Union. What was the reason South Carolina 
decided to secede? Did they have the legal right to secede from the Union? Why did South Carolina 
believe they had the right to do so? Why was the matter of “states rights” so important to some? 

How did this tie in with the demand for the Bill of Rights before some states would sign the original 
Constitution and join the Union when the nation began? 
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Timeline of South Carolina History 

Answer Key 

 
Francisco Gordillo leads an expedition to      
explore the South Carolina coast  1521 

King Charles II gives Carolina                         
to eight English noblemen  

South Carolina’s first permanent                  
settlement is founded  

1663 

1670 

Settlers found Charles Town (later Charleston)  

The first government–supported library           
in the colonies opens in South Carolina  

1680 

1698 

Settlers in South Carolina revolt against the 

English noblemen who own the colony  

The southern part of South Carolina splits      

off and becomes the colony of Georgia  

1719 

1732 

The Charleston Museum opens  

The British capture Charleston during           
the Revolutionary War  

1773 

1780 

South Carolina becomes the                    

eighth state in the Union  

The Ordinance of Nullification is passed  

1788 

1832 

South Carolina becomes the first                 
state to secede from the Union  

Fort Sumter is attacked  

1860 

1861 

South Carolina is readmitted to the Union  

Reconstruction ends in South Carolina  

1868 

1877 

The first commercial tea farm                        
in the United States is founded  

The Santee-Cooper navigational canal          

and power dam is completed  

1890 

1941 

Hurricane Hugo hits South Carolina 

Congaree Swamp National Monument             

is declared a national park  

1989 

2003 

The first woman governor                             
of South Carolina is elected   2011 


