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 February 14, 1912 

Arizona Becomes a State 
 
Long ago, Arizona was thought to be nothing more than barren desert. However, with the beautiful 
climate and scenery in Arizona, it has become one of the fastest-growing states in the United 

States. Although there is a lot of desert in Arizona, it has not stopped people from irrigating and 
creating farmland. Arizona also has a large amount of manufacturing, including electronic and    

aerospace products. Arizona is first in the nation in copper production. You will also find amazing 
national monuments and parks in the state. Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, Petrified Forest 
National Park, Saguaro National Park, Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument, and of course 

Grand Canyon National Park are only a few of the amazing sites to be seen in Arizona. And, in an 
interesting bit of history, although Arizona did not become a state until 1912, by 1919, Tucson,   

Arizona was the first city in the United States to have its own municipal airport. Many famous    
people are from Arizona including Barry Goldwater, Cesar Chavez, Geronimo, Timothy Creamer, Ira 

Hamilton Hayes, Frank Luke, Jr., and Lori Ann Piestewa.  
  
  

Look at the map of Arizona below. Label the capital of Arizona. Locate the cities of Kingman,     
Flagstaff, Winslow, Payson, Scottsdale, Tempe, Tucson, Tombstone, Yuma, Kayenta, Fredonia,   

Parker, Lake Havasu City, Payson, and Ft. Apache, and label them on the map. Now label the 
Mazatzal Mountain Range, Santa Maria Mountain Range, Sierra Ancha Mountain Range, White 
Mountain Range, Chiricahua Mountain Range, Gila Mountain Range, Huachuca Mountain Range, 

Hualapai Mountain Range, Pinaleno Mountain Range, Santa Catalina Mountain Range, Santa Rita 
Mountain Range, Superstition Mountain Range, Humphreys Peak, and Mogollon Rim. Also, locate 

the Colorado River, Bill Williams River, Little Colorado River, San Pedro River, Santa Cruz River, Gila 
River, Salt River, Havasu Creek, Theodore Roosevelt Lake, San Carlos Lake, and Alamo Lake, and 

label them. Lastly, label the states or bodies of water that border Arizona. When you have finished, 
move on to the timeline of Arizona history on the next page and the research prompts that follow. 
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Timeline of Arizona History 

Answer Key 

 

 1539 

 

 

1629 

1680 

 

 

1752 

1797 

 

 

1848 

1853 

 

 

1854 

1859 

 

 

1863 

1877 

 

 

1886 

1888 

 

 

1912 

1917 

 

 

1930 

1948 

 

 

1965 

1975 

  1981 
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 1.  Copper is first mined in Ajo, Arizona  

 
2.  Arizona adopts its state flag  

 
3.  Much of Arizona is acquired by the United States  

 
4.  The first railroad to reach the region is built as far as Yuma  
 

5.  The first organized rodeo that charges admission and awards prizes is held  
 

6.  The Hopi tribe rebels against rule by the Spanish  
 
7.  Native Americans are given the right to vote  

 
8.  The Arizona Territory is created  

 
9.  The first Mexican American governor of Arizona is elected 

 
10.  San Xavier del Bac Mission is completed  
 

11.  Pluto is discovered from the Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff  
 

12.  Spanish settlements in Arizona begin with the establishment of missions  
 

13.  Arizona becomes the forty-eighth state  
 
14.  The remaining portions of Arizona are acquired by the United States  

 
15.  Arizona Judge Sandra Day O’Connor becomes the first female member of the Supreme Court  

      of the United States  
 
16.  The first European explores in the Arizona region  

 
17.  The last raiding party under Geronimo surrenders  

 
18.  Lorna Lockwood becomes the first woman in the United States to head a state supreme court  

 
19.  Arizona’s first newspaper begins publication  
 

20.  The military post at Tubac is established  
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 Research Prompt #1 

Arizona is known as a desert state. There is not an overabundance of water there. As the state’s 
population grows, it is becoming harder and harder to supply all of the water that is needed by the 
people and businesses. Even using underground water has to be done carefully because it is not  

being replaced as fast as it is being used. What do you think should be done to try to increase the 
supply of water or decrease the amount used? How could your idea be implemented? 
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 Research Prompt #2 

Ira Hamilton Hayes, a Native American born in Arizona, was one of the Marines who raised the flag 
on Iwo Jima in the Pacific during World War II. At that time, Native Americans in the United States 
were often denied the right to vote, although they had been recognized as citizens. Research when 

the right to vote was extended to include Native Americans. When did it finally cover all Native 
Americans in the United States? Write about your findings. 
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 Research Prompt #3 

Tucson is known as the “Astronomy Capital of the World.” Do some research to find out why. Write 
about your findings. 
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Timeline of Arizona History 

Answer Key 

 
The first European explores in  
the Arizona region  1539 

Spanish settlements in Arizona begin  
with the establishment of missions  

The Hopi tribe rebels against  
rule by the Spanish  

1629 

1680 

The military post at Tubac is established  

San Xavier del Bac Mission is completed  

1752 

1797 

Much of Arizona is acquired  

by the United States  

The remaining portions of Arizona are  

acquired by the United States  

1848 

1853 

Copper is first mined in Ajo, Arizona  

Arizona’s first newspaper begins publication  

1854 

1859 

The Arizona Territory is created  

The first railroad to reach the region  
is built as far as Yuma  

1863 

1877 

The last raiding party under  
Geronimo surrenders  

The first organized rodeo that charges  
admission and awards prizes is held  

1886 

1888 

Arizona becomes the forty-eighth state  

Arizona adopts its state flag  

1912 

1917 

Pluto is discovered from the  
Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff  

Native Americans are given the right to vote  

1930 

1948 

Lorna Lockwood becomes the first woman in 

the United States to head a state supreme court  

The first Mexican American governor  

of Arizona is elected  

1965 

1975 
Arizona Judge Sandra Day O’Connor  
becomes the first female member of  

the Supreme Court of the United States   1981 


