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 January 9, 1788 

Connecticut Becomes a State 
 
Although the third smallest state in the Union, Connecticut is an important manufacturing state. Its 
most important manufactured products include chemicals and computer equipment. It is also one of 

the leading states in the nation for the production of aircraft parts, helicopters, and submarines. 
Connecticut’s proximity to New York City allow many of its residents to work there also. As one of 

the original thirteen colonies, Connecticut took part in the beginnings of the nation and sent        
delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787. The delegates helped work out the Great   
Compromise. Connecticut’s part in working through this compromise helped earn it the nickname, 

The Constitution State. Connecticut has also become known as a tourist state, with its natural  
beauty, many historic buildings, and hundreds of miles of coastline. Connecticut was the site of the 

first telephone exchange in the world, the place where the first cookbook written by an American 
was published, and the place where the football tackling dummy was invented. Many famous people 

are from Connecticut, including J.P. Morgan, Ethan Allen, Benedict Arnold, George W. Bush,       
Jonathan Edwards, Noah Webster, Nathan Hale, Charles Goodyear, Samuel Colt, Henry Ward     
Beecher, and Edith Roosevelt. 
 

Look at the map of Connecticut below. Label the capital of Connecticut. Locate the cities of    

Bridgeport, New Haven, Stamford, Waterbury, Greenwich, Fairfield, Norwalk, New London,       
Branford, Kent, New Britain, Danbury, Burlington, Canaan, Canton, Darien, Essex, Manchester,    
Oxford, Salem, and Seymour, and label them on the map. Now label the Hanging Hills, Mount 

Lamentation, Talcott Mountain, Bear Mountain, Mount Gridley, Mount Riga, and Bradford Mountain. 
Also, locate the Housatonic River, Naugatuck River, Shepaug River, Thames River, Farmington    

River, Quinebaug River, Connecticut River, Lake Candlewood, Bantam Lake, Pachaug Lake,   
Shenipsit Lake, Twin Lakes, and Waramaug Lake, and label them. Lastly, label the states, provinces, 

or bodies of water that border Connecticut. When you have finished, move on to the timeline of    
Connecticut history on the next page and the research prompts that follow. 
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Timeline of Connecticut History 

 

 1633 

 

 

1662 

1701 

 

 

1778 

1784 

 

 

1788 

1817 

 

 

1835 

1836 

 

 

1838 

1844 

 

 

1848 

1910 

 

 

1911 

1917 

 

 

1954 

1958 

 

 

1966 

1971 

  1974 
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 1.  Connecticut becomes the fifth state to join the Union  

 
2.  The United States Navy opens a submarine base in Groton  

 
3.  Connecticut receives a royal charter  

 
4.  New Haven resident Constance Baker Motley is the first African-American woman to be appointed  
     a federal judge  

 
5.  Hartford resident Samuel Colt obtains a patent for the first successful repeating pistol  

 
6.  Connecticut College for Women is founded at New London 
 

7.  The first law school in the United States is established in Litchfield  
 

8.  Charles Goodyear of Connecticut patents his vulcanization method for rubber  
 

9.  The Connecticut Turnpike opens  
 
10.  Thomas Gallaudet co-founds the first American public school for the deaf  

 
11.  Connecticut adopts the first individual income tax  

 
12.  The Dutch build a small fort called the House of Hope on the site of present-day Hartford  

 
13.  The Nautilus, the world’s first nuclear-powered submarine, is built and launched at Groton  
 

14.  The first American music school is founded at Salem  
 

15.  The United States Coast Guard Academy is moved to New London  
 
16.  Yale University is founded  

 
17.  Connecticut elects its first woman governor  

 
18.  The railroad is finished between New Haven and Hartford  

 
19.  Connecticut ratifies the Articles of Confederation  
 

20.  Slavery is abolished in Connecticut  
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 Research Prompt #1 

Research the Farmington Canal. What inspired the people of Connecticut to build it? Who worked on 
it? When was it built, and how long did it take? What challenges did the builders have in building the 
canal? How successful was it? 
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 Research Prompt #2 

Yale University is the third oldest university in the United States. Do some research and find out 
when and how it was started. What did its initial curriculum emphasize? What was the name of the 
original school? Why was it changed to Yale? Who are some well-known people who graduated from 

Yale?  
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 Research Prompt #3 

The first important English dictionary in the United States was published by Connecticut native Noah 
Webster. What led to his work on the dictionary? What books did he publish previously to try to  
provide an American education for children in the United States? What did many of the selections 

included in Noah Webster’s reader published for children include? 
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Timeline of Connecticut History 

Answer Key 

 
The Dutch build a small fort called the House  
of Hope on the site of present-day Hartford  1633 

Connecticut receives a royal charter  

Yale University is founded  

1662 

1701 

Connecticut ratifies the                                
Articles of Confederation  

The first law school in the United States          
is established in Litchfield  

1778 

1784 

Connecticut becomes the fifth                     

state to join the Union 

Thomas Gallaudet co-founds the first         

American public school for the deaf  

1788 

1817 

The first American music school                      

is founded at Salem  

Hartford resident Samuel Colt obtains a patent 
for the first successful repeating pistol  

1835 

1836 

The railroad is finished between                  

New Haven and Hartford  

Charles Goodyear of Connecticut patents       
his vulcanization method for rubber  

1838 

1844 

Slavery is abolished in Connecticut  

The United States Coast Guard Academy         
is moved to New London  

1848 

1910 

Connecticut College for Women is              

founded at New London 

The United States Navy opens a                 
submarine base in Groton  

1911 

1917 

The Nautilus, the world’s first nuclear-powered 
submarine, is built and launched at Groton  

The Connecticut Turnpike opens  

1954 

1958 
New Haven resident Constance Baker          

Motley is the first African-American            

woman to be appointed a federal judge  

Connecticut adopts the first                        

individual income tax  

1966 

1971 

Connecticut elects its first woman governor   1974 


