December 29, 1845
Texas Becomes a State

Texas is the second-largest state in the Union. Only Alaska is larger in area. To give you an idea of
its size, it is larger than Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin combined. It is also in second place
by population, with only California having more people. Texas has huge agricultural and mining
industries, along with the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, and other major industries. Texas has
more farms and land available for farming than any other state. The nhame of the state came from a
Native American word “Tejas,” which means friends or allies. Texas has had a long and interesting
history. Over time, Texas has been part of six different nations. It was part of territories claimed by
Spain and by France. It was also part of Mexico. For about ten years, it was an independent
republic, named the Republic of Texas, and, during the Civil War, it was part of the Confederate
States of America. And, of course now, Texas is part of the United States, as it was for a time
before the Civil War. Some famous people from Texas include Audie Murphy, Frank Robinson,
Chesley Sullenberger, Nolan Ryan, Rafer Johnson, Rube Foster, Ernie Banks, Lady Bird Johnson,
Lyndon B. Johnson, Laura Bush, Babe Didrikson, Bessie Coleman, Dale Evans, and Dwight D.
Eisenhower.

Look at the map of Texas below. Label the capital of Texas. Locate the cities of Houston, Dallas,
Fort Worth, El Paso, San Antonio, Lubbock, Amarillo, Paducah, Wichita Falls, Laredo, Corpus Christi,
Huntsville, Beaumont, Sonora, Perryton, and Sanderson, and label them on the map. Now label the
Chisos Mountains, Davis Mountains, and Guadalupe Mountains, along with Guadalupe Peak, Bush
Mountain, Shumard Peak, Ranger Peak, Sawtooth Mountain, and El Capitan. Also, locate the Rio
Grande, Brazos River, Colorado River, Guadalupe River, Neches River, Pecos River, Red River, La Sal
Vieja, Sal del Rey, Caddo Lake, Davy Crockett Lake, and Salt Lake, and label them. Lastly, label the
states, provinces, or bodies of water that border Texas. When you have finished, move on to the
timeline of Texas history on the next page and the research prompts that follow.
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Timeline of Texas History
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1. The first colony of Americans is established in Texas with the approval of the Mexican government
2. Qil is first discovered in Texas near Nacogdoches

3. The first Army airplane flight occurs in San Antonio

4. Battle of the Alamo is fought

5. NASA begins building a Manned Spacecraft Center near Houston

6. The first railroad in Texas is opened

7. Those working at the Manned Spacecraft Center direct the Apollo 11 flight that lands the first man
on the moon

8. A fort is built to guard the mission of San Antonio de Valero. The mission is later called the Alamo.
9. A major hurricane strikes Galveston, Texas, killing approximately 6,000 people

10. Texas becomes the 28th state in the Union

11. Texas Governor George W. Bush is elected president of the United States

12. It is believed the first Europeans reached Texas

13. Opening ceremony for the new state capitol is held

14. Former Texas Representative George H.W. Bush is elected president of the United States

15. The people living in the area of present-day Texas revolt against Mexico and its new leader,
Santa Anna, who had made himself dictator

16. Texas secedes from the Union and joins the Confederate States of America
17. Texas becomes the second state to have a woman governor

18. Francisco Vasquez de Coronado passes through Texas with his men, looking for the Seven Cities
of Cibola

19. Lyndon B. Johnson of Texas becomes the president of the United States

20. Austin becomes the capital of Texas
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Research Prompt #1

Do some research on the battle of the Alamo. What was the strength of each of the armies
involved? How did what happened at the Alamo help General Sam Houston and the Texan army in
their fight for independence? Were there any survivors, military or civilian, of the battle?
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Research Prompt #2

What impact did the statehood of Texas have on the relationship between the United States and
Mexico? What was the outcome of the hostilities that developed over the statehood of Texas? What
famous Americans were involved in these hostilities? What happened to the growth of Texas after
the hostilities were settled?
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Research Prompt #3

Research and write about the history of the Texas Rangers.
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Timeline of Texas History

Answer Key
It is believed the first Europeans reached Texas 1519 . ,
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado passes
through Texas with his men, looking
A fort is built to guard the mission of San 1541 for the Seven Cities of Cibola
Antonio de Valero. The mission is
later called the Alamo 1718 The first colony of Americans is
established in Texas with the
The people living in the area of present-day 1822 approval of the Mexican government
Texas revolt against Mexico and its new leader,
Santa Anna, who had made himself dictator 1835
1836 Battle of the Alamo is fought
Austin becomes the capital of Texas 1839
1845 Texas becomes the 28th state in the Union
The first railroad in Texas is opened 1853
Texas secedes from the Union and joins
1861 the Confederate States of America
Oil is first discovered in Texas near
Nacogdoches 1866
Opening ceremony for the new
1888 state capitol is held
A major hurricane strikes Galveston, Texas,
killing approximately 6,000 people 1900
The first Army airplane flight occurs
1910 in San Antonio
Texas becomes the second state to
have a woman governor 1925
NASA begins building a Manned
1962 Spacecraft Center near Houston
Lyndon B. Johnson of Texas becomes the
ident of the United Stat 1963
presicent of the nited Staves Those working at the Manned Spacecraft
Center direct the Apollo 11 flight that
1969 lands the first man on the moon
Former Texas Representative George H.W.
Bush is elected president of the United States 1988
Texas Governor George W. Bush is
2000 elected president of the United States
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