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 December 10, 1817 

Mississippi Becomes a State 
 
Mississippi is a state in the deep south that is named after the river that forms its western border. It 
is a beautiful state that has a warm climate. Its nickname is the Magnolia State, named for the   

magnolia trees that grow throughout the state. Tourists and visitors enjoy touring the the old   
mansions and plantations to get an idea what life was like in Mississippi before the Civil War. A 

strong defender of states rights, Mississippi gradually came to be in favor of secession by the time 
of the Civil War. Jefferson Davis of Mississippi became the president of the Confederate States. 
While many battles were fought in Mississippi during the Civil War, one of the most important was 

the Battle of Vicksburg, which ended after a 47-day siege. The Union victory there gave the Union 
control of the Mississippi River and greatly helped the Union cause. Back in the Union after the Civil 

War ended, Mississippi began growing and working to bring industrial jobs to the communities. 
While there are many industries operating in the state, the per capita income is still very low     

compared to the rest of the country. Mississippi continues to grow and work toward better lives for 
all of its citizens. Some famous people from Mississippi include Ida B. Wells, Newton Knight, Walter 
Payton, Brett Favre, Fannie Lou Hamer, Ruby Bridges, and Sarah Boone.   

 

Look at the map of Mississippi below. Label the capital of Mississippi. Locate the cities of Gulfport, 

Southhaven, Hattiesburg, Biloxi, Meridian, Pascagoula, Greenville, Natchez, and Vicksburg, and label 
them on the map. Now label the Tennessee River Hills, Pine Hills (Piney Woods), and Woodall 

Mountain. Also, locate the Mississippi River, Yazoo River, Tallahatchie River, Coldwater River, Pearl 
River, Pascagoula River, Tombigbee River, Pickwick Lake, Arkabutla Lake, Enid Lake, Grenada Lake, 
Sardis Lake, Beulah Lake, Lee Lake, Moon Lake, and Washington Lake, and label them. Lastly, label 

the states, provinces, or bodies of water that border Mississippi. When you have finished, move on 
to the timeline of Mississippi history on the next page and the research prompts that follow. 
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Timeline of Mississippi History 

 

 

1519 

 

 

1699 

1716 

 

 

1791 

1798 

 

 

1802 

1811 

 

 

1813 

1817 

 

  

1822 

1894 

 

 

1914 

1917 

 

 

1928 

1929 

 

 

1935 

1936 

 

 

1953 

1975 

  2005 
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 1.  The newspaper The Mississippi Herald begins publication  

 
2.  Tupelo is hit by a devastating tornado 

 
3.  The lumber industry reaches its peak  

 
4.  Fort Nogales is completed near the site of the present-day city of Vicksburg  
 

5.  Mississippi becomes the 20th state in the Union  
 

6.  The first class meets at Jefferson Preparatory School, later to become Jefferson College, in   
     Washington, Mississippi  
 

7.  Mississippi State Hospital opens in Whitfield  
 

8.  Mississippi state flag is adopted 
 

9.  First European settlement in Mississippi is founded by the French at Old Biloxi  
 
10.  Hurricane Katrina causes devastation throughout the state  

 
11.  Andrew Jackson arrives in Natchez, preparing to defend the Gulf Coast in the War of 1812 

 
12.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is made responsible for controlling floods on the Mississippi  

      River  
 
13.  A second settlement is founded by the French at Fort Rosalie (present-day Natchez)  

 
14.  The first wildlife refuge in the United States created under the Endangered Species Act of 1973  

      is established  
 
15.  The first commercial airline service in the state begins  

 
16.  The Mississippi Territory is organized by the United States Congress  

 
17.  Jackson becomes the capital of Mississippi  

 
18.  The first state television station begins broadcasting  
 

19.  Exploring for a direct route to the Pacific Ocean, Spanish explorer Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda  
      creates a reasonably accurate map of the coast   

 
20.  Camp Shelby is established  
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 Research Prompt #1 

In 1836, the first steam engine was brought to Natchez. Explain how the expansion of the railroad 
over time eventually brought an end to the need to use steamboats for transportation of people and 
goods. 
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 Research Prompt #2 

In 1839, the legislature in Mississippi passed the Mississippi Women’s Property Act. This law        
protected the property rights of women who were married. What was the law prior to this          
concerning the property of women when they married? Why was this law significant? What events 

led to the adoption of this law in Mississippi? 
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 Research Prompt #3 

In 1853, Jefferson Davis, who grew up in Mississippi, became the United States Secretary of War. 
He served in this capacity for four years. How do you think this impacted his ability to lead the   
Confederate States during the Civil War? How  do you think knowing as much as he did about the 

Union Army and their weapons, etc. helped or hurt him as President of the Confederate States? 
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Timeline of Mississippi History 

Answer Key 

 Exploring for a direct route to the Pacific Ocean, 

Spanish explorer Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda   
creates a reasonably accurate map of the coast   1519 

First European settlement in Mississippi is 
founded by the French at Old Biloxi  

A second settlement is founded by the French 
at Fort Rosalie (present-day Natchez)  

1699 

1716 

Fort Nogales is completed near the site of      
the present-day city of Vicksburg  

The Mississippi Territory is organized by        
the United States Congress  

1791 

1798 

The newspaper The Mississippi Herald          

begins publication  The first class meets at Jefferson Preparatory 
School, later to become Jefferson College, in 

Washington, Mississippi  

1802 

1811 

Andrew Jackson arrives in Natchez, preparing   

to defend the Gulf Coast in the War of 1812 

Mississippi becomes the 20th state in the Union  

1813 

1817 

Jackson becomes the capital of Mississippi  

Mississippi state flag is adopted  

1822 

1894 

The lumber industry reaches its peak  

Camp Shelby is established  

1914 

1917 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is          

made responsible for controlling floods          

on the Mississippi River  

The first commercial airline service in the state 
begins  

1928 

1929 

Mississippi State Hospital opens in Whitfield  

Tupelo is hit by a devastating tornado 

1935 

1936 

The first state television station                    

begins broadcasting  
The first wildlife refuge in the United States   
created under the Endangered Species Act of 

1973 is established 

1953 

1975 

Hurricane Katrina causes devastation     
throughout the state   2005 


