January 3, 1959
Alaska Becomes a State

Alaska is the largest state in the Union. Its beauty is undeniable, but it takes a hardy type of person
to live in the conditions that exist there. There is a wide range of temperatures in the state. There
are places where the temperature goes as low as 80°F below zero and places where the
temperature reaches 100°F. At Point Barrow, there is a three-month period during the year when
the sun never sets. Generally, in Alaska, there are about 20 hours of sunlight each day during the
summer. It was called Seward’s Folly, Seward’s Icebox, and Icebergia when it was bought from
Russia for about two cents per acre. Its native people, minerals, timber, fish, and wildlife, have
added greatly to the diversity of the country. To protect much of the land and life of Alaska, there
have been many wildlife refuges established, including the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge,
which is the largest in the United States, covering almost twenty million acres. Baseball player Curt
Schilling was born in Alaska. He retired from baseball as the only starting pitcher to win a World
Series game for three different teams.

Look at the map of Alaska below. Label the capital of Alaska. Locate the cities of Anchorage, Kenai,
Ketchikan, Kodiak, Palmer, Skagway, Wasilla, Fairbanks, Prudhoe Bay, Fort Yukon, McGrath, Aniak,
Bethel, Unalakleet, Shungnak, Anderson, Healy, Sitka, and label them on the map. Now label the
Saint Elias Mountain Range, Wrangell Mountains, Kenai Range, Talkeetna Mountains, Alaska Range,
Brooks Mountain Range, Mount Saint Elias, Mount Blackburn, Mount Sanford, Fairweather Mountain,
Mount Denali, Mount Spurr, and Mount Redoubt. Also, locate the Kuskokwim River, Tanana River,
Yukon River, Koyukuk River, Colville River, Noatak River, Kobuk River, Alsek River, Stikine River,
Taku River, Iliamna Lake, Aleknagik Lake, Clark Lake, Minchumina Lake, Selawik Lake, Skilak Lake,
Teshekpuk Lake, and Tustumena Lake, and label them. Lastly, label the states, provinces, or bodies
of water that border Alaska. When you have finished, move on to the timeline of Alaska history on
the next page and the research prompts that follow.
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Timeline of Alaska History
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1. Secretary of State William H. Seward arranges to buy Alaska from Russia for about two cents per
acre

2. The Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) is formed

3. Gold is discovered near present-day Nome

4. American companies build the first canneries in Alaska

5. Mount Spurr erupts three times

6. A group of Russians sail through the strait that separates Alaska and Asia

7. Gold is discovered near present-day Fairbanks

8. Vitus Bering and his crew sail through the strait now known as the Bering Strait

9. A devastating earthquake, the largest recorded in North America, and tsunami hit the Anchorage
and Valdez area

10. On a second trip, Vitus Bering lands on present-day Kayak Island
11. Mount Redoubt erupts five times

12. The first European settlement in Russian America, which is present-day Alaska, is established on
Kodiak Island

13. One of the largest oil spills in United States history occurs when the Exxon Valdez strikes a reef
14. Alaska becomes the 49th state in the Union

15. Gold is discovered near present-day Juneau

16. The largest reserve of oil in North America is discovered in Prudhoe Bay

17. The Alaska Highway is built with the intention of being a military road

18. Alaska elects its first female governor

19. The oldest known Alaskan shipwreck occurs

20. Juneau becomes the capital of Alaska
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Research Prompt #1

Do some research on the Iditarod. What is involved in competing? What near-tragic event is it
meant to remember? What is significant about it today?
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Research Prompt #2

Do some research on the Exxon Valdez oil spill. How did it impact the environment in the area of the
spill? What was involved in the clean-up efforts? How successful have the clean-up efforts been?
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Research Prompt #3

Do some research on the eruptions of Mount Redoubt in 2009. What dangers were caused to the
immediate area around the volcano? How did the eruptions impact the economy of the area? What
international economic impacts can happen as a result of the eruptions of a volcano in an area with
ports and airports used for international trade?
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Timeline of Alaska History

Answer Key
A group of Russians sail through the strait
that separates Alaska and Asia 1648
Vitus Bering and his crew sail through the
1728 strait now known as the Bering Strait
On a second trip, Vitus Bering lands on
present-day Kayak Island 1741 The first European settlement in Russian
America, which is present-day Alaska,
1784 is established on Kodiak Island
The oldest known Alaskan shipwreck occurs 1807 Secretary of State William H.
Seward arranges to buy Alaska from
1867 Russia for about two cents per acre
American companies build the first
canneries in Alaska 1878
1880 Gold is discovered near present-day Juneau
Gold is discovered near present-day Nome 1898
1900 Juneau becomes the capital of Alaska
Gold is discovered near present-day Fairbanks 1902
The Alaska Highway is built with the
1942 intention of being a military road
Alaska becomes the 49th state in the Union 1959 A devastating earthquake, the largest
recorded in North America, and tsunami
1964 hit the Anchorage and Valdez area
The Alaska Federation of Natives
(AFN) is formed 1966
The largest reserve of oil in North America
One of the largest oil spills in United 1968 's discovered in Prudhoe Bay
States history occurs when the Exxon
Valdez strikes a reef 1989
1992 Mount Spurr erupts three times
Alaska elects its first female governor 2006
2009 Mount Redoubt erupts five times
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