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  December 12, 1787 
Pennsylvania Becomes a State 

 
The area that is now the state of Pennsylvania was one of the thirteen original colonies.          
Pennsylvania has had a long history. It began as a colony, grew and developed, and took part in the 
French and Indian War. It declared its independence along with the other twelve colonies. Fighting 
during the American Revolution took place in Pennsylvania, and it was the second colony to become 
a state when it ratified the Constitution on December 12, 1787. There has been much growth and 
development throughout the years, with Pennsylvania taking part in some of the earliest history of 
the new nation. Some famous people from Pennsylvania include Fred Rogers (Mr. Rogers), Nellie 
Bly, Lee Iacocca, Emlen Tunnell, Ken Griffey, Jr., Reggie Jackson, Wilt Chamberlain, Guion S. 
Bluford, Solomon R. Guggenheim, Tommy Lasorda, Jonathan Letterman, Jimmy Stewart, Marian  
Anderson, Stephen Foster, James Buchannan, Daniel Boone, Milton Hershey, Anthony Wayne, Betsy 
Ross, Robert Peary, Robert Fulton, Thomas Gallaudet, William McGuffey, and Louisa May Alcott.   
 
Look at the map of Pennsylvania below. Label the capital of Pennsylvania. Locate the cities of     
Philadelphia, Allentown, Jim Thorpe, Wilkes-Barre, York, Lancaster, Bedford, Altoona, State College, 
Punxsutawney, Warren, Oil City, Erie, Pittsburgh, Valley Forge, Hershey, Johnstown, and           
Gettysburg, and label them on the map. Now label the Appalachian Mountains, the Allegheny  
Mountains, and the Pocono Mountains, along with Mount Davis and Blue Mountain. Also, locate the 
Delaware River, Allegheny River, Ohio River, Monongahela River, Susquehanna River, Lake Erie, 
Conneaut Lake, Raystown Lake, and Arrowhead Lake, and label them. Lastly, label the states,   
provinces, or bodies of water that border Pennsylvania. When you have finished, move on to the 
timeline of Pennsylvania history on the next page and the research prompts that follow. 
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 Timeline of Pennsylvania History 
 

 

1615 

 

 

1681 

1754 

  1774 

 1775 

 

 

1776 

1787 

 

 

1811 

1825 

 

 

1859 

1863 

 

 

1864 

1874 

 

 

1885 

1889 

  1913 

 1924 

 

 

1940 

1946  

 1979  
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 1.   The final draft of the Declaration of Independence is signed at Independence Hall in Philadelphia 

2.  The first zoo opens in Philadelphia 

3.  The First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia 

4.  The Liberty Tunnels open in Pittsburgh 

5.  Pennsylvania becomes the second state to join the Union when it ratifies the Constitution 

6.  The first automobile service station opens in Pittsburgh 

7.  Near Titusville, Edwin Drake drills the first profitable oil well in the United States 

8. Cornelius Hendricksen, a Dutch explorer, sails up the Delaware River to what is now Philadelphia  

9.  An accident occurs at the Three Mile Island nuclear power plant near Harrisburg 

10.  The Schuylkill Canal, which connects Philadelphia and Reading, is completed 

11.  The Johnstown Flood, one of the state’s worst disasters, occurs  

12.  King Charles II of England gives the area of Pennsylvania to William Penn   

13.  The first part of the Pennsylvania Turnpike opens  

14.  Johann Behrent builds the first piano in America in Philadelphia   

15.  Dr. George Holtzapple is the first to successfully administer oxygen   

16.  General Robert E. Lee and his Confederate Army fight the Union Army at the Battle of   
      Gettysburg  

17.  The French and Indian War begins with fighting in western Pennsylvania  

18.  Confederate General John McCausland and his army burn Chambersburg, then leave         
       Pennsylvania  

19.  Williamsport is the home of the first Little League World Series game  

20.  A steamboat built by Robert Fulton, that later became the first to travel on the Ohio and    
      Mississippi Rivers, is launched at Pittsburgh 
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 Research Prompt #1 

Although Benjamin Franklin was not born in Pennsylvania, he lived for many years in Philadelphia. 
Do some research on Benjamin Franklin and find out how he was directly involved in the formation 
of the new nation of the United States while living in Pennsylvania. Do you think that where he lived 
made a difference in his involvement, or do you think he would have been involved in the formation 
of the new nation regardless of where he lived? 
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 Research Prompt #2 

  
In July 1863, the Battle of Gettysburg was fought during the Civil War. This battle is sometimes    
referred to as a turning point in the Civil War as it stopped the advance of the Confederate Army in 
the north. Do some research and find out if the location of the armies in Gettysburg may have had 
anything to do with the outcome of the battle. Do you think the battle would have turned out       
differently if the positions of the armies had been reversed, or do you think that the knowledge of 
the area would have helped the Union Army to win regardless? 
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 Research Prompt #3 

The accident at the Three Mile Island nuclear power plant near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, caused a 
very small health threat, but the effects on the nuclear power industry were very great. This was the 
worst accident in the history of the nuclear power industry in the United States. Do some research to 
find out what happened at the power plant, what the effects were on the industry, and how the 
general public reacted to the situation. 
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 Timeline of Pennsylvania History 
Answer Key 

 Cornelius Hendricksen, a Dutch explorer, sails 
up the Delaware River to what is now         
Philadelphia 

1615 

King Charles II of England gives the area of 
Pennsylvania to William Penn  

The French and Indian War begins with fighting 
in western Pennsylvania 

1681 

1754 

The First Continental Congress meets in          
Philadelphia  1774 

Johann Behrent builds the first piano in America 
in Philadelphia 1775 

The final draft of the Declaration of              
Independence is signed at Independence     

Hall in Philadelphia 

Pennsylvania becomes the second state to join 
the Union when it ratifies the Constitution 

1776 

1787 
A steamboat built by Robert Fulton, that later 

became the first to travel on the Ohio and   
Mississippi Rivers, is launched at Pittsburgh 

The Schuylkill Canal, which connects            
Philadelphia and Reading, is completed 

1811 

1825 

Near Titusville, Edwin Drake drills the first    
profitable oil well in the United States 

General Robert E. Lee and his Confederate   
Army fight the Union Army at the Battle of    
Gettysburg 

1859 

1863 
Confederate General John McCausland and his 

army burn Chambersburg, then leave        
Pennsylvania 

The first zoo opens in Philadelphia 

1864 

1874 

Dr. George Holtzapple is the first to successfully 
administer oxygen  

The Johnstown Flood, one of the state’s worst 
disasters, occurs 

1885 

1889 

The first automobile service station           
opens in Pittsburgh  1913 

The Liberty Tunnels open in Pittsburgh 1924 

The first part of the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
opens 

Williamsport is the home of the first Little 
League World Series game 

1940 

1946  

 1979 
An accident occurs at the Three Mile Island  

nuclear power plant near Harrisburg 


