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Favorite Authors 

Laura Ingalls Wilder 

 
Her stories are cherished parts of our childhood and American history, but how much 
do you know about Laura Ingalls Wilder and the world she grew up in? Try the       
following puzzles to find out!  
 
First, fill in the blanks in the fill-in from the word bank below the puzzle. Next, create 
a timeline of Laura’s life by writing the letter that corresponds to the correct year    
beside each event.  Finally, take a look at Life in Laura’s Time. For each date, choose 
the correct event from U.S. history and the correct event from world history and write 
their corresponding letters in the blanks beside the facts. An answer key is in the back 
if you get stumped. Have fun! 
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Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Fill-In 

 

Laura Elizabeth Ingalls was born in _______________ to Charles and _______________ Ingalls. 

She had an older sister named _______________, and two younger sisters, Carrie and 

_______________. She had a younger brother, Charles, but he died at the age of nine months. As 

she grew up, her family moved many times, first to _______________, then back to Wisconsin, 

then later to _______________ in Minnesota, and on to Iowa and Dakota Territory. During the time 

she lived in Dakota Territory, she became a teacher, and also met her future husband, Almanzo 

_______________. While living in _______________ Dakota, they had a daughter, 

_______________, who later became a _______________. Laura and Almanzo moved a few times, 

first to Minnesota and _______________, eventually buying a farm in _______________ which 

they called Rocky _______________ Farm. It was at the farm that she wrote her Little House series 

of books, which were based on her life growing up. The first book that she published was Little 

House in the _______________ Woods. The following year she published the book, 

_______________ Boy, which was about Almanzo’s childhood. She wrote Little House on the 

_______________, On the Banks of Plum _______________, By the Shores of Silver 

_______________, The Long Winter, Little _______________ on the Prairie, and These 

_______________ Golden Years.  
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Laura’s Life 

 

_____ 1. Ingalls family moves to Kansas 

_____ 2. Laura Ingalls becomes a teacher in South Dakota 

_____ 3. Little House in the Big Woods is published 

_____ 4. Rose Wilder is born 

_____ 5. Laura Elizabeth Ingalls is born 

_____ 6. Almanzo Wilder dies 

_____ 7. These Happy Golden Years is finished 

_____ 8. Ingalls family moves to Walnut Grove, Minnesota for the first time 

_____ 9. Mary Ingalls becomes blind; Ingalls family moves to Dakota Territory; Almanzo Wilder and 

     his brother Royal move to Dakota Territory 

_____ 10. Laura and Almanzo Wilder purchase Rocky Ridge Farm in Mansfield, Missouri 

_____ 11. Little House on the Prairie is published 

_____ 12. Almanzo Wilder is born 

_____ 13. Little Town on the Prairie is published 

_____ 14. Ingalls family moves to Burr Oak, Iowa 

_____ 15. Farmer Boy is published 

_____ 16. Carrie Ingalls is born 

_____ 17. Laura Ingalls marries Almanzo Wilder 

_____ 18. By the Shores of Silver Lake is published 

_____ 19. Younger brother, Charles Frederick, is born 

_____ 20. Laura Ingalls Wilder dies 

_____ 21. Grace Ingalls is born 

a. 1932 

b. 1933 

c. 1875 

d. 1949 

e. 1869 

f. 1935 

g. 1876 

h. 1879 

i. 1957 

j. 1857 

k. 1867 

l. 1886 

m. 1885 

n. 1941 

o. 1894 

p. 1874 

q. 1877 

r. 1882 

s. 1870 

t. 1939 

u. 1943 
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Life in Laura’s Time 

 

U.S.       World 

_____      _____ 1. 1867—Laura Elizabeth Ingalls is born 

_____      _____ 2. 1869—The Ingalls family moves to Kansas 

_____      _____ 3. 1885—Laura Ingalls marries Almanzo Wilder 

_____      _____ 4. 1886—Daughter, Rose Wilder, is born 

_____      _____ 5. 1894—Purchased Rocky Ridge Farm in Mansfield, Missouri 

_____      _____ 6. 1932—Published first book, Little House in the Big Woods  

_____      _____ 7. 1935—Published, Little House on the Prairie 

_____      _____ 8. 1943—Finished These Happy Golden Years 

_____      _____ 9. 1949—Almanzo dies 

_____      _____ 10. 1957—Laura Ingalls Wilder dies 

United States 

a. Al Capone is sent to prison  

b. Apache chief Geronimo surrenders  

c. The Pentagon is completed  

d. The United States purchases Alaska from Russia  

e. Hinckley, Minnesota is destroyed by forest fires  

f. Billy Graham begins his ministry  

g. Fort Jefferson National Monument in Florida is established  

h. Mark Twain publishes The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  

i. Ulysses S. Grant is inaugurated as the 18th President  

j. Mickey Mantle hits his 200th career home run  

World 

k. The London Times publishes the world’s first classified ad  

l. India annexes Kashmir  

m. The first periodic table is presented to the Russian Chemical Society by Dmitri Mendeleev  

n. Persia is officially renamed Iran  

o. British submarine M-2 sinks in the English Channel  

p. Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini meet in Salzburg  

q. Toronto becomes the capital of Ontario  

r. Newfoundland becomes Canada’s tenth province  

s. Nicholas II becomes the new Tsar of Russia  

t. Johan Strauss’ operetta “Gypsy Baron” premiers in Vienna  
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Laura Ingalls Wilder Fill-In 

Laura Elizabeth Ingalls was born in Wisconsin to Charles and Caroline Ingalls. She had an older     

sister named Mary, and two younger sisters, Carrie and Grace. She had a younger brother, Charles, 

but he died at the age of nine months. As she grew up, her family moved many times, first to    

Kansas, then back to Wisconsin, then later to Walnut Grove in Minnesota, and on to Iowa and     

Dakota Territory. During the time she lived in Dakota Territory, she became a teacher, and also met 

her future husband, Almanzo Wilder. While living in South Dakota, they had a daughter, Rose, who 

later became a journalist. Laura and Almanzo moved a few times, first to Minnesota and Florida, 

eventually buying a farm in Missouri which they called Rocky Ridge Farm. It was at the farm that 

she wrote her Little House series of books, which were based on her life growing up. The first book 

that she published was Little House in the Big Woods. The following year she published the book, 

Farmer Boy, which was about Almanzo’s childhood. She wrote Little House on the Prairie, On the 

Banks of Plum Creek, By the Shores of Silver Lake, The Long Winter, Little Town on the Prairie, and 

These Happy Golden Years.  
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