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Landforms 

Term Definition 

barrier island sandy strip of island paralleling a shore that protects the shore from the ocean’s effects 

bay body of water, smaller than a gulf, that is partially surrounded by land 

beach where water meets land 

butte 
juts up from the land and stands tall above it as a steep hill or small mountain (smaller 
than a mesa) 

canyon deep valley that has steep sides 

cape point of land that sticks out into a body of water 

cliff anywhere the land juts out overtop land or water and then stops abruptly 

delta 
where a river runs into a body of water and slows down, allowing clay, sand, gravel, and 
other things the river has picked up to settle at the mouth of the river 

desert barren places that receive an extremely small amount of rainfall each year 

estuary where salt water from the sea meets fresh water from a river 

fjord long inlet or arm of the sea that winds and twists 

geyser 
spring that shoots hot water, often in a great stream that can be more than 100 feet (30 
meters) high, though some only bubble a little at the surface 

glacier tremendously large piece of ice that slides and moves because of the pull of gravity 

gorge 
similar to a canyon in that it is usually a valley surrounded by steep and rocky sides, but 
a gorge is narrow and usually has a stream flowing through it 

gulf large portion of the ocean that is partly surrounded by land 

headland piece of land that sticks out into a body of water 

hill heap of land that is often round on top and is not as high as a mountain 

inlet 
narrow place where water passes between peninsulas or through a barrier island on its 
way to a bay or lagoon 

island any piece of land smaller than a continent that is surrounded by water 

isthmus narrow piece of land that connects two larger bodies of land 
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Landforms 

Term Definition 

lagoon shallow body of water that is at least partially cut off from the open sea 

lake large inland body of water 

mesa 
common in dry climates; looks like a huge table sticking up by itself with a flat top and 
steep sides 

mountain 
high steep slopes, sharp or slightly rounded peaks, and cooler air at the top than at the 
bottom 

oasis place in a desert where water comes up from underground 

peninsula 
piece of land that is surrounded on all sides by water except one, where the peninsula 
connects to the mainland 

plain 
wide, mostly flat area of land that doesn’t have any hills, mountains, or any other natural 
landforms that change the elevation 

plateau flat area that sits above the area around it on at least one side 

river stream of water that flows above ground in a channel 

sand dune hills of sand in a desert 

sea stack tall piece of rock separated by water from the cliffs on a shore 

tombolo strip of sand or gravel that connects an island with either the mainland or another island 

valley a natural dip in the Earth’s surface 

volcano 
an opening in the earth’s crust at the top of, or sometimes on the sides of, a mountain or 
hill 

waterfall flow of water from a steep, high place 
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barrier island 

 

sandy strip of island paralleling a shore that 

protects the shore from the ocean’s effects 

bay 

 

body of water, smaller than a gulf, that is  

partially surrounded by land 

  

beach 

 

where water meets land 

butte 

 

juts up from the land and stands tall above   

it as a steep hill or small mountain (smaller 

than a mesa) 
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canyon 

 

deep valley that has steep sides 

cape 

 

point of land that sticks out into a body of 

water 

  

cliff 

 

anywhere the land juts out overtop land or 

water and then stops abruptly 

delta 

 

where a river runs into a body of water and 

slows down, allowing clay, sand, gravel, and 

other things the river has picked up to settle 

at the mouth of the river 
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desert 

 

barren places that receive an extremely 

small amount of rainfall each year 

estuary 

 

where salt water from the sea meets fresh 

water from a river 

  

fjord 

 

long inlet or arm of the sea that winds and 

twists 

geyser 

 

spring that shoots hot water, often in a    

great stream that can be more than 100 feet 

(30 meters) high, though some only bubble    

a little at the surface 
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glacier 

 

tremendously large piece of ice that slides  

and moves because of the pull of gravity 

gorge 

 

similar to a canyon in that it is usually a   

valley surrounded by steep and rocky sides, 

but a gorge is narrow and usually has a 

stream flowing through it 

  

gulf 

 

large portion of the ocean that is partly     

surrounded by land  

headland 

 

piece of land that sticks out into a body of 

water 
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hill 

 

heap of land that is often round on top and  

is not as high as a mountain  

inlet 

 

narrow place where water passes between 

peninsulas or through a barrier island on   

its way to a bay or lagoon 

  

island 

 

any piece of land smaller than a continent 

that is surrounded by water  

isthmus 

 

narrow piece of land that connects two    

larger bodies of land  
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lagoon 

 

shallow body of water that is at least          

partially cut off from the open sea  

lake 

 

large inland body of water 

  

mesa 

 

common in dry climates; looks like a huge 

table sticking up by itself with a flat top    

and steep sides 

mountain 

 

high steep slopes, sharp or slightly rounded 

peaks, and cooler air at the top than at the 

bottom 

  

  



www.homeschoolgiveaways.com 

   

oasis 

 

place in a desert where water comes up    

from underground 

peninsula 

 

piece of land that is surrounded on all sides 

by water except one, where the peninsula 

connects to the mainland 

  

plain 

 

wide, mostly flat area of land that doesn’t 

have any hills, mountains, or any other     

natural landforms that change the elevation 

plateau 

 

flat area that sits above the area around it on 

at least one side  
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river 

 

stream of water that flows above ground in   

a channel 

sand dune 

 

hills of sand in a desert  

  

sea stack 

 

tall piece of rock separated by water from  

the cliffs on a shore  

tombolo 

 

strip of sand or gravel that connects an      

island with either the mainland or another 

island 
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valley 

 

a natural dip in the Earth’s surface 

volcano 

 

an opening in the earth’s crust at the top of, 

or sometimes on the sides of, a mountain or 

hill 

  

waterfall 

 

flow of water from a steep, high place 
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canyon 

 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
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desert 

 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
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glacier 
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gorge 
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hill 

 

________________________________________________ 
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inlet 
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island 
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isthmus 
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lagoon 

 

________________________________________________ 
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lake 
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mesa 
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oasis 

 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
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peninsula 

 

________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

  

plain 
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plateau 
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river 

 

________________________________________________ 
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sand dune 
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sea stack 
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________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________ 
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valley 
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