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HOW TO USE THIS NOTEBOOK 
The Geography Terms Notebook can be use in a variety of ways. It’s a 
comprehensive glossary of over 250 geography terms that you can print and have 
on hand for easy reference. 

MEMORIZING TERMS 

You can use the Geography Terms Notebook as a vocabulary tool and select a 
certain number of words to use as vocabulary practice. You can download Daily 
Skill Building’s Free Vocabulary Templates and use for daily practice and testing. It 
includes vocabulary list templates, graphic organizers, word maps, and more. 

COPYWORK PRACTICE 

You can use the terms for copywork practice using the templates found at the end 
of the Geography Terms Notebook. Following the terms and definitions you will 
find the terms with blank lines to copy the definitions. 

DICTATION PRACTICE 

Using the template with the terms and blank lines, you can dictate the definitions to 
your student to copy down.  

CREATE A VISUAL GLOSSARY 

Using the template found at the end of this Notebook, students can write the 
vocabulary word at the top and the draw an illustration, followed by writing the 
definition on the blank lines. 

CREATE VOCABULARY CARDS 

There is a template with 4 blank cards included. Students can write the term on the 
bottom section and define it in the blank space or draw a picture of what the term 
represents. Definitions can be written on the back for review.

NEED MORE SPACE OR WANT TO SAVE ON INK? 

We've provided copywork/dictation pages that follow along with the glossary, 
however if your student needs more space or you'd like to save on printer ink, you 
can use a spiral notebook to handwrite all the terms and definitions instead of the 
pages provided. 
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Geography Terms A 

absolute location - The particular location of a point on Earth's surface 
that can be expressed by a grid reference such as latitude and 
longitude. 

altitude - The height of an object in the atmosphere above sea level. 
Compare elevation.  

anthropization - The conversion of open spaces, landscapes, and 
natural environments by human action. 

aquifer - An underground layer of water-bearing permeable rock, rock 
fractures, or unconsolidated materials such as gravel, sand, or silt. 

archipelago - A collection of islands in a sea. 

arête - A sharp, narrow mountain ridge, often resulting from the 
erosive activity of alpine glaciers flowing in adjacent valleys.  

arroyo - A deep gully cut by a stream that flows only part of the year; a 
dry gulch. The term is used primarily in desert areas.  

atoll - A ring-shaped coral reef that partially or completely encircles a 
lagoon. 

ayre - Another name for a shingle beach or other gravel-covered spit, 
bar, or tombolo, used primarily in the archipelagos of northern 
Scotland. 

Geography Terms B 

backwater - A part of a river in which there is little or no current. 

badlands - An area of rugged or irregular topography resulting from 
extensive wind and water erosion of sedimentary rock. 



barrier ridge - Any steep, unnavigable ridge or escarpment isolating 
one terrain from another. 

bay - A coastal body of water that is directly connected to but recessed 
from a larger body of water, such as an ocean, sea, lake, or another 
bay.  

beach - A landform along the shoreline of an ocean, sea, lake, or river 
with a loose surface of sand, gravel, shingle, pebbles, shells, stones, or 
coral. 

biosphere - The realm of all living things. 

biota - The animal and plant life of a region considered as a total 
ecological entity. 

bocage - A landscape of mixed woodland and pasture, with fields and 
winding country lanes sunken between low, narrow ridges and banks 
surmounted by tall, thick hedgerows, especially as found in rural parts 
of western Europe. 

body of water - Any significant accumulation of water, either natural or 
artificial, on the surface of the Earth. Bodies of water may hold or 
contain water, as with lakes and oceans, or they may collect and move 
water from one place to another, as with rivers, streams, and other 
watercourses. 

bog -  A type of wetland which accumulates deposits of dead plant 
material, especially mosses, known as peat. Bogs occur where the 
water at the ground surface is acidic and low in dissolved nutrients. 

border - The geographical boundary of a political entity or legal 
jurisdiction, such as a country, state, or other subnational entity. 

bornhardt - A bald, steep-sided, dome-shaped hill, mountain, or rock 
outcropping at least 30 meters (98 ft) in height and several hundred 
meters in width. 



box canyon - A short, narrow canyon with steep walls on three sides, 
allowing entry and exit only through the mouth of the canyon. 

breakwater - Any man-made structure built on the coast of a body of 
water, typically the sea, in order to reduce the intensity of wave action 
in an area adjacent to the shore, thereby providing safe harborage for 
human activities in the inshore waters. 

butte - An isolated hill or mountain with steep or precipitous sides, 
usually having a smaller summit area than a mesa. 

Geography Terms C 

calanque - A narrow, steep-sided valley surrounding an inlet formed in 
karstic regions along the Mediterranean coast, either by fluvial erosion 
or the collapse of the roof of a cave that has been subsequently 
partially submerged by a rise in sea level. 

caldera - A large, cauldron-shaped depression that forms through the 
subsidence and collapse of a ground surface following the evacuation 
of an underlying magma chamber. 

canal - A navigable artificial water channel, usually built as a conduit for 
human activity. 

canyon - A deep cleft between cliffs or escarpments, or a rift between 
two mountain peaks, resulting from weathering and the erosive activity 
of a river over long periods of geologic time. 

cape - A large headland or promontory extending into a body of water, 
usually a sea or ocean. 

caprock - A stratum of erosion-resistant sedimentary rock (usually 
limestone) found in arid areas. Caprock forms the top layer of most 
mesas and buttes.  



cardinal directions - The set of four primary directions used in 
cartography and navigation: north (N), south (S), east (E), and west (W). 
Together they form the primary divisions of the compass rose. 

cartography - The study and practice of making maps and charts. A 
person who draws or makes maps or charts is called a cartographer. 

cave - Any naturally hollow underground space large enough for a 
person to enter. 

cavern - A type of solutional cave that is formed in soluble rock with 
the ability to grow speleothems. 

cay - Also key. A small, sandy, low-elevation island on the surface of an 
otherwise submerged coral reef; a type of coral island.  

channel - Also strait. - 1.  A waterway separating two relatively close 
landmasses. 2.  Any narrow body of water that connects two larger 
bodies of water. 3.  The deepest part of a shallow body of water, often 
used as a passageway for large ships. 

chinook - A warm, dry wind experienced along the eastern side of the 
Rocky Mountains in the United States and Canada. Most common in 
winter and spring, it can result in a rise in temperature of 20 °C (68 °F) 
in a quarter of an hour. 

cinder cone - A steep-sided volcano formed by the explosive eruption 
of cinders that form around a vent.  

cliff - Any vertical or nearly vertical rock exposure, usually formed by 
the processes of weathering and erosion. 

coast - Also coastline or seashore. The area where land meets a sea or 
ocean.  



compass - An instrument used for navigation and orientation that 
indicates direction relative to the geographic cardinal directions by 
measuring the orientation of the Earth's magnetic field with respect to 
the North Magnetic Pole.  

compass rose - A figure on a compass, map, nautical chart, or 
monument used to display the orientation of the four cardinal 
directions — North, East, South, and West — and their intermediate 
points. 

continent - One of several very large, contiguous landmasses into 
which the Earth's land area is divided, generally by geographical or 
political convention rather than any strict criteria. 

continental divide - The line of high ground that separates the 
different oceanic drainage basins of a particular continent. The river 
systems of a continent on opposite sides of a continental divide flow 
toward different oceans.  

country - A region identified as a distinct national entity in political 
geography.  

creek - A small, intermittent stream that is larger than a brook but 
smaller than a river.  

crust - The thin shell of solid material that is the Earth's outermost 
layer and the outermost component of the lithosphere.  

cultural geography - A branch of human geography which studies the 
patterns and interactions of human culture in relation to the natural 
environment and the human organization of space. 



Geography Terms D 

dale - Another name for a valley. 

dam - Any barrier, either natural or artificial, that stops or restricts the 
flow of water, either on the surface or underground. 

debouch - Also debouche. A place where water runoff from a relatively 
small, confined space emerges into a much larger, broader space, or 
where a body of water pours forth from a narrow opening, such as 
where a stream or river enters a lake or ocean. 

deciduous forest - A forest composed of trees which lose their leaves 
each year.  

defile - A narrow pass or gorge between mountains or hills. 

degree - A unit of angular measure.  

dell - A small, secluded hollow, usually within a grassy, park-like, 
partially wooded valley. 

delta - A landform at the mouth of a river where the main stem splits 
up into several distributaries. It is formed from the deposition of the 
sediment carried by the river as the flow leaves the mouth of the river. 

depression - Any landform that is sunken or depressed below the 
surrounding area.  

desert - An arid, barren area of land where little precipitation occurs 
and living conditions are consequently unfavorable for most plant and 
animal life.  

distributary - A stream or river that branches off and flows away from 
a main channel. Distributaries are common near river deltas.  

dome - A steep-sided mound that forms when very viscous lava is 
extruded from a volcanic vent. 



dune - A hill of loose sand built by the movements and erosional and 
depositional processes of wind or water, often occurring in deserts and 
coastal areas. 

Geography Terms E 

earthquake - The sudden and intense shaking of the ground due to 
tectonic activity. 

Eastern Hemisphere - The half sphere of the Earth that is east of the 
Prime Meridian and west of the antimeridian. It is opposite the Western 
Hemisphere. 

edgelands - The transitional areas of "fringe" space at the boundaries 
of a country, city, or other artificial geographical entity, often 
distinguished by a partly man-made, partly natural landscape that is in 
the earliest stages of human management and organization.  

elevation - The height of a point on the Earth's surface with respect to 
sea level. Compare altitude.  

emergent coastline - A coast or shoreline resulting from a rise in land 
surface elevation relative to sea level.  

enclave - A tract or territory completely surrounded by and enclosed 
within the territory of exactly one other state, country, or other political 
entity.  

Equator - The imaginary circle around the Earth halfway between the 
geographic poles which is assigned a latitude of zero degrees and is 
therefore used as a reference point for all other lines of latitude. It is 
the largest circumference of the Earth. 



estuary - The broad lower course of a river where it enters the ocean 
and is affected by the tides. 

extinct volcano - A volcano that is not expected to erupt again. 

Geography Terms F 

fallow - Agricultural land that is plowed or tilled but left unseeded 
during a growing season. 

fault - A fracture in the Earth's crust accompanied by a displacement of 
one side of the fracture. 

fault zone - An area of numerous fractures in the Earth's crust along 
which movement has occurred.  

fen - An area of spongy, waterlogged ground containing decaying 
vegetation that accumulates over time into peat, and which is supplied 
with an input of mineral-rich surface or groundwater and thereby 
directly connected to a larger hydrological system.  

firn - A type of ice that is at an intermediate stage between snow and 
glacial ice. 

fissure - A long, narrow opening or line of breakage made by cracking 
or splitting, especially in rock or earth. 

fjord - Also fiord. A long, narrow marine inlet with steep sides or cliffs 
created by glacial erosion. 

floodplain - A broad, flat area of land adjacent to a river or stream 
which is leveled by annual flooding and by the lateral and downstream 
movement of meanders. 



flute - A glacial landform created by the movement of a glacier around 
a boulder, consisting of a lineation or streamlined furrow or ridge 
parallel to the direction of ice movement. 

fluvial - Of or pertaining to rivers or streams; produced by the action of 
a river or stream. 

foothills - A geographic transition zone defined by gradual increases in 
elevation between plains or low-relief hills and adjacent topographically 
higher hills, mountains, or uplands. 

forest - Any extensive area dominated by communities of trees. 

fresh water - Any naturally occurring water characterized by low 
concentrations (typically less than 0.05% by volume) of dissolved salts 
and other solids relative to either salt water or brackish water.  

Geography Terms G 

geodesy - Also geodetics. The science of accurately measuring and 
understanding the Earth's geometric shape, orientation in space, and 
gravitational field and how these properties change over time. 

geography - The scientific study of the lands, features, inhabitants, and 
phenomena of Earth. 

geoid - The shape that the surface of the Earth's oceans would take 
under the influence of Earth's gravity and rotational acceleration alone, 
in the absence of other influences such as winds and tides. 

geolocation - The identification or estimation of the real-world 
geographic location of an object, involving the generation of a set of 
geographic coordinates in order to determine a more meaningful 
description of location, such as a street address. 



geosphere - The collective non-living parts of the Earth: the lithosphere, 
the atmosphere, the cryosphere, and the hydrosphere. 

glacial till - The mass of rocks and finely ground material carried by a 
glacier and deposited when the ice melts. 

glacier - A persistent mass of dense ice that is constantly moving under 
its own weight, and which is composed largely of compacted snow that 
forms where the annual accumulation of snow exceeds its melting and 
sublimation over very long periods of time.  

glade - Any large, open, mostly treeless area within a forest. 

graben - A depression or valley bounded on either side by distinct, 
parallel escarpments or faults and formed by the downward 
displacement of a block of the Earth's crust. 

grid - A pattern of lines on a chart or map, such as those representing 
latitude and longitude, which helps determine absolute location. 

groundwater - The water present beneath the Earth's surface in soil 
pore spaces and in fractures and voids within geological strata.  

grove - A small group of trees growing close together and generally 
surrounded by little or no undergrowth. 

gulch - A deep, V-shaped valley formed by erosion, often containing a 
small stream or a dry streambed, especially one in arid regions. 

gulf - A large arm or inlet of an ocean or sea that lies within a curved 
coastline, similar to a bay but usually larger and often with a narrower 
opening. 

gully - A landform resembling a large ditch or a small ravine created by 
the action of swift running water eroding deeply and sharply into soil, 
typically on a hillside. 

 



Geography Terms H 

headwall - A steep slope or sheer cliff face at the upper end of a valley 
(e.g. at the back of a cirque), or at the active face of a mine, pit, or 
quarry. 

heath - Also called heathland. A shrubland habitat found mainly on 
free-draining, infertile, acidic soils and characterized by open, low-
growing, woody vegetation. 

hemisphere - Half of the Earth, usually conceived as resulting from the 
division of the globe into two equal parts of either north and south or 
east and west. 

hill - Any landform that extends above the surrounding terrain. A hill is 
generally considered less steep than a mountain. 

hillock - Also called a knoll. A small hill. 

horizon - Also called the skyline. The apparent line that separates the 
ground from the sky, dividing all visible directions into two categories: 
those that intersect the Earth's surface and those that do not. 

horst - A raised block of the Earth's crust, bounded by parallel 
escarpments or faults, that has been displaced upward or has 
remained stationary while adjacent blocks on either side, known as 
grabens, have been displaced downward. 

humus - Partially decomposed organic soil material. 

hydrography - The study of the surface waters of the Earth. 

hydrosphere - The totality of the water found on, under, and above the 
Earth's surface in liquid, solid, and gaseous forms, including all oceans, 
lakes, rivers, and streams, as well as all ice and glaciers and subsurface 
groundwater. 



hypsography - The geographic representation on a map of features 
related to elevation, altitude, and other measures of height above a 
reference surface. 

hypsometry - The study or measurement of land elevation relative to 
mean sea level. 

Geography Terms I 

ice cap - A flattened, often dome-shaped mass of ice that covers less 
than 50,000 square kilometers (19,000 sq mi) of land area and is not 
constrained by topographical features such as mountains; larger 
masses of ice are termed ice sheets.  

ice sheet - Also called a continental glacier. A mass of glacial ice that 
covers more than 50,000 square kilometers (19,000 sq mi) of land area; 
smaller masses of ice may be termed ice caps or ice shelves. 

ice shelf - A large floating platform of ice formed when a glacier or ice 
sheet in a coastal area flows onto the ocean surface. By contrast, sea 
ice is formed directly over the water and is typically much thinner. 

iceberg - A large chunk of fresh water ice which has broken away from 
a larger body of ice (such as a glacier or ice shelf) and is floating freely 
in open water. 

igneous rock - Rock formed when molten (melted) materials harden. 

inlet - An indentation of a shoreline, usually long and narrow, which 
often leads to an enclosed body of salt water, such as a sound, bay, 
lagoon, or marsh. 

inselberg - Also called a monadnock. An isolated rocky hill, knob, ridge, 
or small mountain that rises abruptly from a virtually level surrounding 
plain.  



interfluve - A narrow, elongated, and plateau-like or ridge-like 
landform between two valleys, or an area of higher ground between 
two rivers in the same drainage basin. 

International Date Line - A line of longitude generally 180 degrees 
east and west of the Prime Meridian. The date is one day earlier to the 
east of the line. 

island - Any piece of sub-continental land that is entirely surrounded by 
water. 

islet - A very small island. 

isopleth - Any line on a map connecting places of equal value. 

isthmus - A narrow piece of land connecting two larger land areas 
across an expanse of water by which they are otherwise separated. 

Geography Terms J-K 

jungle - An area covered with dense vegetation dominated by large 
trees, often tropical. 

kame - An irregularly shaped hill or mound composed of sand, gravel, 
and glacial till which accumulates in a depression on a retreating glacier 
and is subsequently deposited on the land surface with further melting 
of the glacier.  

karst - An area possessing surface topography resulting from the 
underground solution of subsurface limestone or dolomite. 

kettle - Also called a kettle hole or pothole. A shallow, sediment-filled 
body of water formed by blocks of ice calving from a retreating glacier, 
or by draining floodwaters. 



Knob - A peak or projection from the top of a hill or mountain, or any 
rounded protrusion of land, especially a small but prominent or 
isolated hill with steep sides; a boulder or an area of resistant rock 
protruding from the side of a hill or mountain. 

Geography Terms L 

lagoon - A small area of water connected to the ocean but otherwise 
blockaded by one or more islands. 

lake - body of water localized in a basin and surrounded entirely by 
land. Lakes are often defined as separate from any river or stream that 
serves to feed or drain them. 

land cover - The physical material present on the surface of the Earth, 
including categories such as vegetation (grasslands, shrubs, forests, 
etc.), bare ground, water, asphalt and artificial surfaces, and many 
others. 

landform - A natural feature of the solid surface of the Earth. A 
combined set of landforms makes up the terrain of a given area, and 
their arrangement in a landscape is known as topography. 

landmark - Any natural or artificial feature that is recognizable enough 
to be used for navigation; a feature that stands out enough from its 
environment to be visible across long distances. 

landmass - Any large contiguous area of land typically surrounded by 
an ocean or sea. Compare continent. 

latitude - A measure of distance north or south of the Equator.  

lava - The term used for magma once it has erupted onto the Earth's 
surface. 



leaching - A process of soil nutrient removal through the erosive 
movement and chemical action of water. 

legend - A key for understanding the meanings of the symbols or 
pictures on a map. 

lithosphere - The Earth's hard, outermost shell. It comprises the crust 
and the upper part of the mantle.  

loam - A type of easily worked, highly fertile soil composed of clay, silt, 
and sand in an approximate ratio of 20:40:40. Loams generally heat 
rapidly, are well-aerated, and drain neither too quickly nor too slowly. 

loess - A soil made up of small particles that were transported by the 
wind to their present location. 

longitude - A measure of distance east or west of the Prime Meridian, a 
line drawn between the North and South Poles and passing through the 
Royal Observatory at Greenwich, England.  

lowland - Any area of land that is lower in elevation relative to another 
area. 

Geography Terms M 

maar - A broad, shallow, flat-bottomed volcanic crater created by an 
eruption involving groundwater coming into contact with magma. 

magma - Molten rock containing liquids, crystals, and dissolved gases 
that forms within the upper part of the Earth's mantle and crust. When 
erupted onto the Earth's surface, it is called lava. 

mantle - A zone in the Earth's interior between the crust and the core 
that is 2,900 kilometers (1,800 mi) thick.  

map - A picture of a place that is usually drawn to scale on a flat 
surface. 



maritime climate - A climate strongly influenced by an oceanic 
environment, typically found on islands and the windward shores of 
continents. It is characterized by small daily and yearly temperature 
variation and high relative humidity. 

marsh - A wetland dominated by herbaceous rather than woody plant 
species and often found at the edges of lakes and streams, where it 
forms a transition between the aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems. 

meander - One of a series of regular sinuous curves, bends, loops, 
turns, or windings in the main channel of a river, stream, or other 
watercourse. Meanders are produced by the repetitive upstream 
erosion and downstream deposition of sediments along the banks of a 
watercourse as the water flows back and forth across the axis of a 
valley or floodplain. 

mesa - An isolated, relatively flat-topped natural elevation, usually 
more extensive than a butte and less extensive than a plateau. 

metamorphic rock - Rock that has been physically altered by heat 
and/or pressure. 

mogote - An isolated, rounded, steep-sided hill composed of either 
limestone, marble, or dolomite and surrounded by nearly flat alluvial 
plains, especially as found in tropical regions. 

mole - A long, massive, man-made stone or earthen structure used as a 
pier or breakwater, or as a causeway between places separated by 
water, but designed to prevent the free movement of water 
underneath it (unlike a true pier). 

mountain - A large landform that rises prominently above the 
surrounding land in a limited area, usually in the form of a rocky peak 
with great vertical relief; a mountain is generally considered steeper 
than a hill.  



mountain pass - A navigable route through a mountain range or over a 
ridge, often crossing a saddle. 

mountain range - A series of neighboring mountains or hills, often 
closely arranged in a line and connected by high ground.  

mouth - The place where a river or stream flows into another body of 
water, such as a lake or another river but especially a sea or ocean. 

Geography Terms N 

narrows - Also called a narrow. A land or water passage that is 
confined or restricted by its narrow breadth, often a strait or a water 
gap. 

national park - A type of protected area created and managed as a 
public park by a national governmental authority for conservation 
purposes. 

natural landscape - The original landscape that exists before it is acted 
upon by humans. 

Northern Hemisphere - The half sphere of the Earth that is north of 
the Equator. It is opposite the Southern Hemisphere. 

Geography Terms O 

oasis - A combination of a human settlement and an area of cultivated 
vegetation in an otherwise desolate desert or semi-desert environment, 
made fertile when sources of fresh water, such as underground 
aquifers, irrigate the surface naturally or via man-made wells. 

ocean - The vast, contiguous body of salt water covering more than 
70% of the Earth's surface area and surrounding the continental 



landmasses, or any portion of this larger body of water that is divided 
and distinguished from the other portions, each of which is called an 
ocean, by the presence of the landmasses. 

ocean trench - A long, narrow, very deep depression in the ocean floor 
where, at the junction of two tectonic plates, one plate is subducted 
steeply beneath the other, often penetrating the mantle. 

open range - A cattle- or sheep-ranching area characterized by a 
general absence of fences and in which livestock are allowed to roam 
freely. 

orographic rainfall - Precipitation that results when moist air is lifted 
over a topographic barrier, such as a mountain range. 

outwash - Rocky and sandy surface material deposited by melted 
water that flows from a glacier. 

oxbow - A wide U-shaped meander in a river or stream. 

peninsula - A piece of land surrounded by water along the majority of 
its border while still being connected to a mainland from which it 
extends. 

Geography Terms P 

permafrost - A permanently frozen layer of soil; permanently frozen 
ground at high latitude and high elevation. 

piedmont - Also called foothills. Any geographic region lying or formed 
at the base of mountains. 

plain - Any broad, flat expanse of land that generally does not show 
significant variation in topography or elevation. 



plate tectonics - A geologic theory that the bending (folding) and 
breaking (faulting) of the solid surface of the Earth results from the 
slow movement of large sections of that surface called plates. 

plateau - Also called a high plain or tableland. A large area of relatively 
flat terrain that is significantly higher in elevation than the surrounding 
landscape, often with one or more sides with steep slopes. 

polar region - Either of the two high-latitude regions surrounding the 
Earth's geographical poles (the North and South Poles), which are 
characterized by frigid climates and extensive polar ice caps.  

polynya - An area of unfrozen seawater surrounded by an otherwise 
contiguous area of pack ice or fast ice.  

pond - A natural or artificial body of standing water that is usually 
smaller than a lake. 

population - A collection of organisms of the same group or species 
which live in a particular geographical area.  

prairie - A type of temperate grassland ecosystem dominated by a 
characteristic composition of grasses, herbs, and shrubs, rather than by 
trees. 

Prime Meridian - The imaginary line running from north to south 
through the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, England which is assigned 
a longitude of 0 degrees and is therefore used as the reference point 
for all other lines of longitude. 

protected area - Any clearly defined geographic space in which human 
occupation or the exploitation of resources is limited or forbidden 
through legal or other effective means because of the area's recognized 
natural, ecological, cultural, or historical value. 



Geography Terms Q-R 

quarry - A place from which stone, rock, sand, gravel, slate, or 
aggregate is excavated from the ground. 

rainforest - Any forest characterized by abundant rainfall, dense layers 
of vegetation, and extremely high biodiversity.  

ravine - A fluvial slope landform of relatively steep sides, sometimes 
with an intermittent stream flowing along the downslope channel.  

reef - A submerged ridge-like or mound-like structure built by 
sedentary calcareous organisms, especially corals, in shallow marine 
waters, and consisting primarily of their skeletal remains, though often 
still supporting living colonies as well. 

reservoir - Also called an impoundment. An artificial lake or an 
artificially enlarged natural lake that is used to store water. Reservoirs 
are often created by the construction of a dam or lock in a natural 
drainage basin. 

ribbon lake - A long, narrow, finger-shaped lake, especially one found 
in a glacial trough and dammed by a rock bar or moraine. 

ridge - An elongated raised landform which forms a continuous 
elevated crest for some distance, such as a chain of hills or mountains. 

river - A natural watercourse, usually fresh water, that flows towards 
an ocean, sea, lake, another river, or in some cases into the ground. 

 

Geography Terms S 

salt pan - Also called a salt flat. A large, flat expanse of land naturally 
covered with salt and/or other minerals, usually to the exclusion of 



virtually all vegetation. Salt pans are common in deserts, where they 
form by the precipitation of dissolved mineral solids as a large body of 
water evaporates. 

scale - The relationship between a linear measurement on a map and 
the distance it represents on the Earth's surface. 

sea - Any large body of salt water surrounded in whole or in part by 
land. 

sea level - The average level of the surface of one or more of Earth's 
oceans from which heights such as elevation and altitude are 
commonly measured. 

seabed - Also sea floor or ocean floor. The bottom of a sea or ocean. 

sedimentary rock - Rock formed by the hardening of material 
deposited in some process; most commonly sandstone, shale, and 
limestone.  

seismograph - A scientific instrument that detects and records 
vibrations (seismic waves) produced by earthquakes. 

settlement - Also called a locality or populated place. Any place where 
people live and form communities. 

shield - A broad area of very old rocks above sea level that is usually 
characterized by thin, poor soils and low population densities. 

shield volcano - A volcano that resembles an inverted warrior's shield. 
It has long gentle slopes produced by multiple eruptions of fluid lava 
flows. 

shoal - Also called a sandbank, sandbar, or gravel bar. A natural 
submerged ridge, bank, or bar that consists of or is covered by sand or 
other unconsolidated material and rises from the bed of a body of 
water to just below or above the surface. 



shore - Also called a shoreline. The fringe of land at the edge of a large 
body of water, such as an ocean, sea, or lake.  

sinkhole - A crater formed when the roof of a cavern collapses, usually 
found in areas of limestone rock. 

slough - A type of wetland – usually a swamp, a shallow lake, or a 
backwater branching from or feeding into a river – in which water tends 
to be stagnant or flows only very slowly on a seasonal basis. 

smog - A mixture of particulate matter and chemical pollutants in the 
lower atmosphere, usually over urban areas. 

Southern Hemisphere - The half sphere of the Earth that is south of 
the Equator. It is opposite the Northern Hemisphere. 

spring - Any location where groundwater naturally emerges from an 
underground aquifer to the Earth's surface. 

spur - A lateral ridge or other salient landform protruding from the side 
of a hill, mountain, or the main crest of a ridge and typically surrounded 
on at least three sides by steep hillsides. 

steppe - An ecoregion characterized by expansive grassland plains 
without trees apart from those near rivers and lakes. 

stream - A natural body of water in which surface water flows between 
the banks of a channel. 

summit - Also called acme, apex, peak, and zenith. A point on a surface 
that is higher in elevation than all points immediately adjacent to it.  

surveying - The science, technique, and profession of determining the 
terrestrial or three-dimensional positions of points on the surface of 
the Earth and the distances and angles between them.  



swale - Any shallow channel or trough with gently sloping sides, either 
natural or artificial. Man-made swales are often designed to manage 
surface runoff and increase rainwater infiltration. 

swamp - A forested wetland, often occurring along a large river or on 
the shores of a large lake. 

Geography Terms T 

taiga - A moist subarctic coniferous forest that begins where the tundra 
ends and is dominated by spruces and firs.  

talus - Loose, broken rock fragments of any size and shape, usually 
coarse and angular, derived from and lying at the base of a cliff or a 
very steep rock slope. 

tarn - Also called a corrie loch. A mountain lake or pool of water 
formed in a cirque excavated by a glacier.  

terrain - Also called topographical relief or simply relief. The vertical 
and horizontal dimensions of a land surface, usually as expressed in 
terms of elevation, slope, and orientation of geographical features. 

territory - A specific area or portion of the Earth's surface; similar to 
though distinct from a region. 

thalweg - The line of lowest elevation within a valley or watercourse. 

tidal flat - An extensive, nearly horizontal, barren or sparsely vegetated 
tract of land at the edge of a sea or ocean that is alternately covered 
and uncovered by the tide. 

tide - The periodic rise and fall of sea levels caused by the combined 
effects of the gravitational forces exerted by the Moon and the Sun and 
the Earth's rotation. 



tide pool - A shallow pool of seawater, supplied regularly by incoming 
tides, that forms on a rocky intertidal shore. 

time zone - A region of the globe that observes a uniform standard 
time for legal, commercial, and social purposes. 

topographic map - Also called a relief map. A map that uses contour 
lines to represent the three-dimensional features of a landscape on a 
two-dimensional surface. 

topography - The physical features of a place, or the study and 
depiction of physical features, including terrain relief. 

transhumance - The seasonal movement of people and animals in 
search of pasture.  

tree line - The latitudinal or elevational limit of normal tree growth. 

tributary - Also called an affluent. A stream or river that flows into a 
larger stream or main stem or a lake, rather than directly into a sea or 
ocean. Contrast distributary. 

Tropic of Cancer - The northernmost circle of latitude on the Earth at 
which the Sun appears directly overhead at its culmination, which lies 
approximately 23.4 degrees north of the Equator. Its southern 
equivalent is the Tropic of Capricorn. 

Tropic of Capricorn - The southernmost circle of latitude on the Earth 
at which the Sun appears directly overhead at its culmination, which 
lies approximately 23.4 degrees south of the Equator. Its northern 
equivalent is the Tropic of Cancer. 

tundra - A treeless plain characteristic of the Arctic and subarctic 
regions. 



Geography Terms U-V 

upland - Sometimes used interchangeably with highland. Any area of 
land that is higher in elevation relative to another area, especially one 
that is populated by low hills or situated atop a plateau.  

urban - An adjective describing a settlement with a high population 
density and a developed infrastructure of built environment; places of 
this type are variously categorized as cities, towns, or conurbations, or 
simply called urban areas.  

urbanization - The process by which a human population shifts from 
rural to urban residency, the gradual increase in the proportion of 
people living in urban areas such as towns and cities, and the ways in 
which human societies respond and adapt to this change.  

vale - Another name for a valley. 

valley - A low area between hills or mountains, often with a river 
running through it. A depression that is longer than it is wide. 

vent - An opening at the Earth's surface through which volcanic 
materials (lava, tephra, and gases) erupt.  

village - A small, clustered human settlement or community, usually 
larger than a hamlet but smaller than a town and often in rural areas, 
though the criteria for distinguishing a village can vary considerably in 
different parts of the world. 

volcano - A vent (opening) in the Earth's surface through which magma 
erupts, or the landform that is constructed by eruptive material. 



Geography Terms W-Z 

water mapping - A collection of data represented as a map showing 
different aspects related to water supplies. 

water pollution - The contamination of water by chemical or biological 
constituents which make it unfit for use. 

water table - The level below the land surface at which the subsurface 
material is fully saturated with water. 

watercourse - Any channel followed by a flowing body of water such as 
a river or stream, potentially including channels that are dry for part or 
all of the year. 

waterway - Any body of water that is deep, wide, and slow enough to 
be navigable by watercraft. 

weathering - The breaking of rocks into smaller rocks, gradually 
becoming soil. 

Western Hemisphere - The half sphere of the Earth that is west of the 
Prime Meridian and east of the antimeridian. It is opposite the Eastern 
Hemisphere. 

wilderness - Any natural environment which has not been significantly 
developed or modified by human activity, or within which natural 
processes operate without human interference.  

windward - The side of a landmass facing the direction from which the 
wind is blowing. 

yardang - A streamlined protuberance carved from bedrock or any 
consolidated or semi-consolidated material by the dual action of wind 
abrasion and erosion, especially one found in a desert. 



zoning - The public regulation of land and building use to control the 
character of a place. 

zenith - The imaginary point on the celestial sphere that is directly 
above a particular location (i.e. in the vertical direction exactly opposite 
to the apparent direction of the gravitational force at that location). 



Geography Terms A 

absolute location - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

altitude - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

anthropization - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
aquifer - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

archipelago - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



arête - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

arroyo - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

atoll - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

ayre - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms B 

backwater - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



badlands - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

barrier ridge - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

bay - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

beach - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

biosphere - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



biota - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

bocage - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

body of water - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

bog - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



border - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

bornhardt - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

box canyon - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

breakwater - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

butte - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Geography Terms C 

calanque - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

caldera - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

canal - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

canyon - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



cape - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

caprock - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

cardinal directions - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

cartography - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

cave - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



cavern - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

cay -
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

channel - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

chinook - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

cinder cone - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



cliff - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

coast - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

compass - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

compass rose - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



continent - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

continental divide - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

country - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

creek - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

crust - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



cultural geography - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms D 

dale - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

dam - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

debouch - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



deciduous forest - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

defile - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

degree - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

dell - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

delta - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

depression - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



desert - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

distributary - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

dome - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

dune - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms E 

earthquake - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



Eastern Hemisphere - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

edgelands - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

elevation - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

emergent coastline - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

enclave - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Equator - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

estuary - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

extinct volcano - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms F 

fallow - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

fault - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



fault zone - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

fen - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

firn - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

fissure - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

fjord - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



floodplain - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

flute - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

fluvial - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

foothills - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

forest - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



fresh water - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Geography Terms G 

geodesy - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

geography - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

geoid - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



geolocation - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

geosphere - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

glacial till - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

glacier - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

glade - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



graben - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

grid - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

groundwater - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

grove - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

gulch - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



gulf - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

gully - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms H 

headwall - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

heath - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



hemisphere - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

hill - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

hillock - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

horizon - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

horst - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



humus - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

hydrography - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

hydrosphere - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

hypsography - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

hypsometry - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Geography Terms I 

ice cap - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

ice sheet - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

ice shelf - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

iceberg - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



igneous rock - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

inlet - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

inselberg - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

interfluve - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



International Date Line - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

island - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

islet - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

isopleth - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

isthmus - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Geography Terms J-K 

jungle - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

kame - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

karst - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

kettle - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Knob - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms L 

lagoon - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

lake - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

land cover - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



landform - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

landmark - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

landmass - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

latitude - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

lava - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



leaching - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

legend - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

lithosphere - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

loam - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

loess - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



longitude - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

lowland - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms M 

maar - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

magma - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

mantle - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



map - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

maritime climate - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

marsh - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

meander - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



mesa - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

metamorphic rock - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

mogote - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

mole - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



mountain - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

mountain pass - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

mountain range - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

mouth - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms N 

narrows - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



national park - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

natural landscape - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Northern Hemisphere - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms O 

oasis - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



ocean - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

ocean trench - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

open range - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

orographic rainfall - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

outwash - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



oxbow - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

peninsula - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms P 

permafrost - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

piedmont - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

plain - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



plate tectonics - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

plateau - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

polar region - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

polynya - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



pond - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

population - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

prairie - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Prime Meridian - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

protected area - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



Geography Terms Q-R 

quarry - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

rainforest - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

ravine - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

reef - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



reservoir - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

ribbon lake - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

ridge - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

river - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



Geography Terms S 

salt pan - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

scale - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

sea - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

sea level - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



seabed - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

sedimentary rock - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

seismograph - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

settlement - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

shield - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



shield volcano - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

shoal - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

shore - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

sinkhole - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

slough - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



smog - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Southern Hemisphere - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

spring - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

spur - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

steppe - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



stream - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

summit - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

surveying - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

swale - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



swamp - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms T 

taiga - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

talus - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

tarn - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



terrain - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

territory - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

thalweg - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

tidal flat - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



tide - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

tide pool - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

time zone - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

topographic map - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

topography - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



transhumance - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

tree line - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

tributary - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Tropic of Cancer - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Tropic of Capricorn - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



tundra - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography Terms U-V 

upland - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

urban - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

urbanization - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



vale - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

valley - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

vent - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

village - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

volcano - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Geography Terms W-Z 

water mapping - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

water pollution - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

water table - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

watercourse - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

waterway - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



weathering - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Western Hemisphere - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

wilderness - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

windward - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

yardang - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



zoning - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

zenith - 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 








