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Rules to Alphabetize
1. Put the words in order

2. Alphabetize the first letter

3. Alphabetize the second then the third letters.

3. Ignore apostrophes

4. Numerals are alphabetized exactly how they are 

written, not as they would be spelled.

 Example: 101 Dalmations

    800 numbers

5. Abbreviations are alphabetized exactly as 

written, not as they would be spelled.

 Example: doctor

        Dr. Jordan

6. General alphabetization rules

 First symbols ($,%,#), then numerals, then 

letters.

 Example: $7 per hour

      20 Books to Read

      Charlotte’s Web
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Alphabetize this list of words

• bananas

• watermelon

• apples

• grapes

• plums

• apricots

• cherries

• oranges

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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Alphabetize this list of words

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

• planet

• stars

• moon

• sun

• Earth

• Mars

• Venus

• Mercury
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Alphabetize this list of words

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12

• blue

• pink

• white

• black

• orange

• green

• red

• purple

• yellow

• grey

• brown

• violet
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Alphabetize this list of words

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12

• rain

• snow

• sun

• clouds

• thunderstorm

• sky

• wind

• hail

• ice

• cold

• hot

• thermometer


